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Celebrity  Doorman 


Photo:  Philip  Uborio  Gang! 


Former  San  Francisco  Mayor  Willie  Brown  helps  Richmond  District  resident  Tom  Sweeney  celebrate  30 
years  as  head  doorman  at  the  Sir  Francis  Drake  Hotel  on  Powell  Street  on  Dec.  5.  The  city  honored 
Sweeney  with  a  proclamation  in  his  honor  and  the  hotel  placed  a  plaque  at  the  entrance  of  the  hotel. 
Sweeney  says  he  loves  his  work  as  an  unofficial  ambassador  for  the  City. 


Parkmerced  residents  fear  expansion 

SFSU  plans  to  grow  campus,  25-story  hotel  planned  for  19th  Ave. 


by  George  McConnell 

Development  plans  an¬ 
nounced  by  San  Francisco  State 
University  (SFSU)  are  distress¬ 
ing  the  residents  of  one  quiet  San 
Francisco  neighborhood,  result¬ 
ing  in  more  than  one  legal  scuffle 
and  the  possibility  of  more  to 
come. 

Parkmerced,  located  in  the 


In  November,  the  City  solicit¬ 
ed  bids  for  the  renovation  and 
expansion  of  the  Sen.  Milton 
Marks  Richmond  Branch 
Library.  Only  one  bid  came  in 
from  interested  contractors,  and 
that  bid  was  $2.9  million  more 
than  was  estimated  to  complete 
the  work. 

Because  only  one  bid  was  re¬ 
ceived,  the  City  can  pass  on  it  if 
it  chooses.  Negotiations  will  now 
commence  with  the  contractor  to 
see  if  costs  can  be  reduced. 


city’s  southwestern  corner  and 
known  for  its  tidy  rows  of  houses 
and  apartments  and  neatly  mown 
lawns,  gives  little  outward  sign 
of  the  tensions  now  erupting  be¬ 
tween  residents  and  would-be  de¬ 
velopers. 

The  much-publicized  new 
master  plan  recently  unveiled  by 
neighboring  San  Francisco  State 
University  to  expand  the  campus 


The  current  library  scenario 
was  laid  out  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Richmond  District  Libraries 
Campaign  Committee  Meeting 
held  Dec.  14.  The  closing  of  the 
Richmond  branch  will  be  de¬ 
layed. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  revised  con¬ 
tract  can  be  submitted  to  the  SF 
Library  Commission  for  approval 
at  its  Jan.  18  or  Feb.  4  meetings. 
If  a  contract  can  be  approved, 
construction  could  start  45  to  60 
days  later,  meaning  a  branch  clo- 


and  accommodate  thousands  of 
additional  students  over  the  next 
few  years  is  one  of  the  concerns. 

As  well,  a  25-story  hotel,  lo¬ 
cated  at  19th  Avenue  and 
Buckingham  Way  on  the  school’s 
northern  border  and  close  to  the 
Stonestown  Shopping  Center,  is 
also  on  the  drawing  board. 

In  the  works  for  more  than  a 
year,  the  university’s  plan  calls 


sure  date  in  late  March  or  April. 

It  was  also  reported  at  the 
December  meeting  that  a  $106 
million  bond  for  renovating  the 
City’s  24  branch  libraries  was 
going  to  be  inadequate  to  cover 
escalating  costs. 

Apart  from  the  construction 
contract,  the  Richmond  libraries 
committee  is  trying  to  raise  $1 
million  for  furniture,  equipment 
and  other  items.  To  date,  its 
fundraising  efforts  have  netted 
more  than  $330,000. 


for  the  conversion  of  several 
two-story  campus  buildings  into 
four  or  five-story  buildings  and 
the  construction  of  many  new 
academic  and  housing  structures 
on  the  campus. 

In  addition,  the  university 
wants  to  develop  Holloway 
Avenue,  which  is  the  dividing 
line  between  the  school  and 
Parkmerced,  with  street-level 
commercial  businesses  with  stu¬ 
dent  housing  located  in  the  upper 
stories,  according  to  James 
Stickley,  the  project’s  chief  archi¬ 
tect. 

Beginning  last  fall,  SFSU  has 
held  a  series  of  neighborhood 
meetings  to  introduce  the  new 
campus  master  plan  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  At  the  final  meeting, 
which  was  held  Dec.  17,  about 
100  area  neighbors  gathered  at 
nearby  Lowell  High  School  to 
view  maps  and  architectural 
drawings  of  the  proposed  devel¬ 
opment  and  talk  directly  with 
campus  officials. 

“This  is  just  the  first  phase 
and  we  are  seeking  public  com¬ 
ment.  It’s  part  of  an  ongoing  pro¬ 
cess,’’  said  Mark  Goodrich,  di¬ 
rector  of  Residential  Property 
Management  at  SFSU. 

But  feedback  received  from 
the  series  of  meetings,  however, 
suggests  that  the  new  plans  are 
not  going  down  well  with  every¬ 
one.  Before  the  first  shovel  is 
placed  in  the  ground,  a  legal  fight 
may  well  be  on  the  horizon. 

As  in  previous  meetings, 
those  attending  December’s 
meeting  expressed  wariness 

Continued  on  page  10 


4  Star  theater  saved  from  wrecking  ball 


The  neighborhood  4  Star  movie  theater  in  the 
outer  Clement  Street  shopping  district  has  been 
saved  from  the  wrecking  b^l. 

The  Canaan  Lutheran  Church  purchased  the 
property  housing  the  theater,  located  at  2200 
Clement  St.,  for  $1.25  million  in  2001.  It  was  the 
church’s  intention  to  build  a  new  facility  at  the 
site. 

But,  instead,  it  sold  the  property  to  Frank  and 
Lida  Lee,  the  proprietors  who  have  been  operat¬ 


ing  the  4  Star  theater  since  1992,  for  $1.45  mil¬ 
lion.  Escrow  on  the  deal  closed  Dec.  4. 

According  to  Frank  Lee,  the  couple  plans  to 
renovate  the  movie  house,  which  was  originally 
called  La  Bonita. 

Canaan  Lutheran,  which  has  been  sharing 
space  with  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church  on  Ninth 
Avenue,  will  continue  looking  for  a  suitable  site 
for  a  new  church. 


Only  one  bid  to  renovate  library, 
$2.9  million  more  than  estimated 


Bison 
paddock 
to  grow, 
get  long 
sought 
rehab 

by  Edmund  Moy 

After  years  of  wrangling  over 
design  proposals  and  project 
funding.  Golden  Gate  Park’s  bi¬ 
son  paddock  will  finally  get  reno¬ 
vated. 

According  to  a  statement  re¬ 
leased  by  Rick  Thall,  the  project 
manager  for  the  SF  Department 
of  Public  Works,  the  project  re¬ 
ceived  four  bids  in  October  2006. 
After  reviewing  the  bids,  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
awarded  a  construction  contract 
in  November  to  San  Francisco- 
based  NTK  Construction,  Inc.  for 
$692,900.  The  overall  budget  for 
the  project  is  $1,262,206. 

Construction  at  the  paddock  is 
anticipated  to  begin  in  February 
and  be  completed  by  August. 

According  to  the  Rec.  and 
Park  Department,  the  current  bi¬ 
son  paddock  has  been  at  its  pre¬ 
sent  location  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  since  1 890. 

The  paddock  has  not  been 
renovated  in  more  than  25  years. 
It  is  in  need  of  a  major  renova¬ 
tion  to  bring  the  facility  into 
compliance  with  the  American 
Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  and  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  and  zoo  accreditation 
regulations. 

The  improvements  will  in¬ 
clude  expanding  the  paddock  by 
four  acres,  installing  a  new 
perimeter  fence,  replacing  the  ex¬ 
isting  bam  where  the  animals  are 
housed,  and  adding  a  new  stor¬ 
age  facility.  The  barn  will  in¬ 
clude  a  chute  and  corridor  system 
to  capture  individual  animals  for 
routine  care.  Improvements  will 
also  include  improved  public 
views  and  access  as  well  as  a 
proposed  tribute  to  Chief  Will 
Two  Bears,  the  honorary  patri¬ 
arch  who  watches  over  the  bison. 

The  bison  paddock  is  a  large 
enclosure  where  the  bison  sleep. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Community  gathers  to  celebrate  the  holidays 


Photos:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Members  of  the  community  came  together  at  the 
Richmond  Station  Dec.  19  to  celebrate  the  holidays. 


Members  of  the  community  who  gathered  to  celebrate  the  holidays  included  Capt. 
Sandra  Tong  and  neighborhood  activist  Jeanne  Lynch  (upper  left).  Tong  also  wel¬ 
comed  some  members  of  the  local  police  force,  including  officers  Eddie  Chow 
(from  left),  Phil  Busalacchi  and  Michael  Zhang. 

Captain  answers  public's  queries 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  19,  the  monthly  Community /Police  Forum 
was  held  at  the  Richmond  District  police  station.  The  meet¬ 
ings  are  held  the  third  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  461  Sixth 
Ave.  The  December  meeting  was  the  forum’s  annual 
Christmas  potluck  dinner.  Capt.  Sandra  Tong,  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  at  the  Richmond  station,  conducted  the  meeting  for 
neighborhood  residents.  The  residents  were  urged  to  discuss 
issues  that  affect  the  quality  of  life  in  the  Richmond. 


Mix  Tray  $M 

wilh,couconrfo&95 


RoJi  6p 


Golden 

(Ail  Cook^) 

with  coupon  $22.95 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


with  coupon  $21 .95 


Happy  Tray 


^  JJp  o  Roll 


(415)386-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  3/31/2007 


^  386-2777 

(Bolden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 
Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP  3/31/2007 


Sushi  Combo 


3^- 


(415)  386-2777 


Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 
Lunch  $4.98  Dinner  $5.98 

Not  valid  vwth  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  couF>on  per  visit. 

EXP  3/31/2007 


(415)386-2777 


Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  smy  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP  3731/2007 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 


(415)  386-2777 


tfm 


(415)  386-2777 


(415)  38&-2777 


(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11:30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP  3/31/2007 


A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/31/2007 


Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP  3/31/2007 
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Battle  of  the  robots 


The  Randall  Museum  host¬ 
ed  the  Northern  California 
regional  of  the  first  Lego 
International  tournament 
for  children  ages  9  -  14.  The 
tournament  promotes  team 
building,  problem  solving, 
creativity  and  analytical 
thinking,  in  the  photo 
above,  Hillview  Robotics 
get  together  after  winning 
the  Robot  Performance 
Award.  To  the  right,  Kent 
Robotics  Club  A  team  mem¬ 
ber  Savannah  Smith  readies 
her  team's  lego  robot  be¬ 
fore  entering  it  in  competi¬ 
tion. 


Photos:  Francis  da  Silva 


PAR  hosting  library  fundraiser 


The  Planning  Association  for 
the  Richmond  (PAR)  will  host  a 
tile-making  workshop  to  raise 
money  for  a  new  play  structure  at 
the  Richmond  Branch  Library. 
The  workshop  will  be  held  at  the 
Richmond  Recreation  Center  . 
located  on  18th  Avenue  between 
Clement  and  California  streets, 
on  Sunday,  Jan.  21,  from  2  p.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

PAR  is  leading  community  ef¬ 
forts  to  raise  at  least  $30,000  for 
a  new  play  area.  The  old  play 
area,  just  outside  of  the 
Children’s  Room  on  the  10th 
Avenue  side  of  the  library,  will 
be  removed  as  part  of  the  historic 
library  building’s  scheduled 
spring  renovation.  The  library 
has  offered  to  fund  the  necessary 
site  work,  but  private  funds  are 
necessary  to  pay  for  safety  mat¬ 
ting,  equipment  and  the  cost  of 
installation. 

Tiles,  which  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  through  PAR,  are  $100 
each  and  should  be  decorated  ac¬ 


cording  to  the  overall  theme  of 
the  wall:  creatures  from  folklore 
and  mythology. 

Tile  artist  Paul  Bums  will  be 
on-hand  to  show  participants 
how  to  sculpt  unique  images  into 
wet  clay  tiles,  which  will  be  fac¬ 
tory  glazed  and  fired  in  a  variety 
of  colors  at  a  later  time. 

For  inspiration,  all  tiles  made 
at  previous  workshops  will  be 
laid  out  in  the  auditorium  for 


viewing,  and  community  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  already  participat¬ 
ed  are  invited  to  come  and  see 
their  finished  tiles. 

All  ages  are  welcome  and  no 
experience  is  necessary.  Donor 
names  will  be  listed  separately 
on  tiles  banding  the  perimeter  of 
the  wall. 

For  more  information,  call 
831-7000. 


Featuring 


Petite  Cafe 


petering 

^'^a'/ab/e 

Crepes  -  $6.75  Breakfast  served  all  day 
Breakfast;  Frittata;  Fruit;  Veggie;  Nutella;  Pesto  Chicken; 
Curry  Tofu  Scramble 


Mediterranean  Deli 

Pita  Pockets  •  Hummus  Plates  •  Deli  Sandwiches 
Homemade  Soups  •  Salads  •  Frappe  Drinks  and  Smoothies 


1541  Clement  St.  (at  17th)  •  (415)  668-2988 

FREE  WI-FI  •  OPEN:  Tues.-Fri.  7:30-7;  Sat.  8-9;  Sun.  8-7 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 


Open 

Mon-Sat  9-6, 
Sundays  11-5 


KEYS  CUT  FRONT  DOOR  MATS 

WEBER  BARBEQUES  KITCHEN  GADGETS 

SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE  SMALL  APPLIANCES 

BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES  EUREKA  VACUUMS 

HOUSEWARES  STORAGE  &  CLOSET 

""  . ■— 1.,.^  SUPPLIES 


hardware  Y 
c  unlimited  / 


URLSPRR 

PRINTS 


(415)  931-9133 

3326  Sacramento  St.  at  Presidio 

uiuiui.harduiareunlimitedsf.com 


I 

PRESIDIO  CAFE 

Presidio  Goif  Course  &  Ciubhouse 

Casual  Dining  with  an  Eclectic  Flair ! 

■ 

LUNCH,  BRUNCH  &  GOLF  COURSE  VIEWS 
COCKTAILS,  APPETIZERS  &  PRIVATE  BANQUETS 

■ 

Wine  Tasting  101 

Wednesday,  Jan  17  6PM  $25  pp 

Live  Jazz  Brunch 
Sunday,  Jan  28th 

Complimentary  Dessert  w/  Entree-Mention  this  Ad 

■ 

561-4600 

300  Finley  Road  @  Arguello 

■  OPEN  DAILYTO  THE  PUBLIC  ■ 


Farrell  Real  Estate  Investments 

“It’s  not  just  a  home;  it’s  an  investment.” 


John  T.  Farrell 
Broker/Realtor/Notary 

We  take  a  different  approach  than  your  typical  realtor. 

•  Over  20  Years  Experience 

•  Born  &  Raised  in  San  Francisco 

•  Aggressive  Marketing  Plan 

•  Competitive  Rates 

•  Free  Notary  at  Closing 

•  $1,000  goes  to  your  Charity  of  Choice  * 

Call  Today  at  415/298-9561 

for  Your  FREE  Copy  of 

“The  10  Biggest  Mistakes  in  Buying  &  Selling  a  Home” 
farrellreinvestments(5),yahoo.com 
www.farrellreinvestments.com 


MLS 


Claudette  Hansson  Farrell 
Agent/Investor 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  lO 


3fd  2r 

Ave.  A\ 

.  k  1 

Td  Argi. 
e.  Blv 

elio 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Bivd. 

Free 

Parking 

in  Fron 

t  of  store  1 

•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

Son  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Coll:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sot  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 


New  Year's  greetings 


Another  New  Year  is  upon  us 
here  in  the  Richmond  District 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
2007. 

Because  all  of  our  officers 
were  prepared  to  provide  a  safe 
holiday  atmosphere  in  the 
Richmond  District,  with  in¬ 
creased  foot  patrols  and  motor¬ 
ized  patrol  officers  on  the  look 
out  for  drunk  drivers,  Richmond 
Station  enjoyed  a  successful  end 
to  the  year  2006. 

Recently,  many  new  officers 
have  been  assigned  to  Richmond 


Station  to  replace  retiring  offi¬ 
cers,  who  have  put  in  many  long 
years  of  service.  The  new  officers 
bring  with  them  a  new  zest  to 
protect  and  serve  the  citizens  of 
the  Richmond. 

Looking  back  on  the  year 
2006,  officers  at  the  Richmond 
Police  Station  can  reflect  and  be 
very  proud  of  the  life-saving  ac¬ 
tion  they  took  to  stop  a  crazed 
madman  from  running  down 
many  innocent  victims  on  the 
29th  of  August.  Every  day,  the 
fine  officers  of  Richmond  Station 


"Come  in  for  a  FREE  ESTIMATE  of  what  it 


would  cost  to  file  your  taxes. " 


VANCE 

ECONOMIC  SERVICES 


Rudyard  Vance 
EA,  MBA 

29  Years  in  Business 


5844  Geary  Blvd. 
415.387.7417 
RUDYARD@VANCEES.COM 
WWW.VANCEES.COM 


s.f. 


Sign-up  Now!  ->>  www.BodyCoreSF.com 
email;  info@bodycoresf.com  call:  41S.370.1909 


^  J 


help  keep  the  community  that 
they  serve  safe. 

Also  in  2006,  the  SF  Police 
Department  augmented  the  num¬ 
ber  of  foot  patrol  officers  in  each 
of  the  10  police  districts  through¬ 
out  San  Francisco.  The  Rich¬ 
mond  District  was  way  ahead  of 
the  game  when  it  came  to  having 
foot  beats,  with  officers  regularly 
walking  Geary  Boulevard, 
Sacramento  and  Clement  streets 
and  California  Street  at  the 
Laurel  Village  shopping  center. 

Some  officers  have  had  foot 
beats  for  many  years,  including 
officers  Edward  Chow  and 
Phillip  Busalacchi,  who  each  do 
an  excellent  job.  Additionally, 
two  newly-appointed  foot  beat 
officers,  Michael  Zhang  and 
Charles  Wong,  are  providing  dai¬ 
ly  coverage  from  late  afternoon 
through  midnight. 

The  Richmond  Police  Station 
has  also  increased  the  number  of 
school  resource  officers  in  our 
neighborhood  schools,  keeping 
our  children  safe  when  they  are 
going  to,  coming  tfom,  and  at¬ 
tending  school.  Child  safety  is 
high  on  our  list  of  priorities  at 
Richmond  Station. 

Furthermore,  two  new  full¬ 
time  motorcycle  officers  were  as¬ 
signed  to  Richmond  Station.  The 
officers’  focus  is  to  reduce  traffic 
collisions  through  targeted  en¬ 
forcement  at  problem  areas.  This 
target  enforcement  is  intended  to 
reduce  pedestrian  injuries  and  fa¬ 
talities.  The  enforcement  empha¬ 
sizes  the  following  violations; 
not  stopping  at  red  lights,  failure 
to  yield  the  right  of  way,  and 
speeding. 

Additionally,  the  department 
has  implemented  many  programs 
to  help  our  citizens,  including  a 
program  called  “Operation 
Return  Home,”  which  has  helped 
homeless  individuals  get  the  nec¬ 
essary  resources  they  need  to 
help  them  get  off  the  streets. 

And  the  department  now  has  a 
new  program  that  provides  statis¬ 
tical  analysis  that  analyzes  calls 
for  service,  types  of  crimes,  num¬ 
ber  of  arrests,  traffic  violations. 


We  Keep  You  Company 

Whatever  stage  In  your  life  you  are  at  -  expanding 
a  business,  getting  married,  buying  a  new  home  or 
raising  a  family,  we're  your  community  bank  that's 
hare  to  keep  you  company. 

Visit  your  local  Bank  of  the  Orient  branch  to  find 
out  more. 


Bankofthe  Orient  * 

8«rvic«  Strengthanad  by  35  Yaara  af  Finaneial  Expartiaa 


San  Francisco  San  Francisco  San  Francisco  San  Francisco  Oakland 

233  Sansome  Strest  1023  Stockton  Street  317  Sixth  Avenue  2001  Irving  Street  300  Twelfth  Street 

415.338.0843  415.338.0879  415.338.0809  415.338.0600  510.834.0731 

Mlllbrae  City  of  Industry  Honolulu  Honolulu 

500  Broadway  Avon  us  18605  E.  Gala  Avenue  765  Bishop  Strest  2851  E.  Manoa  Road 
6S0.259.3388  626.912.8030  808.543.3700  808.973.4500 

Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1.800.881.2686  www.bankorient.com 


and  quality-of-life  issues 
throughout  the  department.  The 
new  program  helps  the  chief  of 
police  to  more  promptly  deploy 
officers  to  areas  where  a  spike  in 
crime  is  observed. 

In  2007,  the  SF  Police 
Department  will  be  focusing 
heavily  on  recruiting  new  police 
officers  to  help  serve  and  protect 
the  citizens  of  San  Francisco. 

The  demographic  makeup  of  San 
Francisco  has  changed  greatly  in 
the  past  two  decades,  especially 
in  the  Richmond  District.  It  is 
our  hope  that  many  of  our  newly 
appointed  officers  will  have 


bilingual  skills,  with  which  to 
better  assist  many  of  our  citizens 
for  whom  English  is  a  second 
language. 

As  this  year  comes  to  an  end, 
the  officers  of  Richmond  Station 
look  forward  to  working  closely 
with  the  community  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  for  all  the  resi¬ 
dents  that  they  serve.  The  officers 
and  I  wish  all  the  residents  and 
business  folks  of  the  district  a 
healthy,  happy  and  safe  New 
Year. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Station. 


Police  arrest  second  suspect 
in  Geary  Blvd.  homicide 


A  second  suspect  has  been  ar¬ 
rested  in  the  murder  of  Boris 
Albinder,  a  19-year-old  man  who 
was  stabbed  to  death  in  the  3900 
block  of  Geary  Boulevard  Sept. 
16. 

Albinder  was  standing  in  a 
parking  space,  saving  it  for  a 
friend  who  was  coming  to  meet 
him  at  a  party,  when  a  van  carry¬ 
ing  several  suspects  pulled  up. 
When  Albinder  refused  to  give 
up  the  spot,  at  least  three  men  at¬ 


tacked  him.  He  died  after  being 
stabbed  in  the  chest. 

Sarith  Soun,  25,  was  arrested 
Dec.  15  in  connection  with  the 
incident.  Police  suspect  Soun 
was  the  individual  who  struck  the 
fatal  blow. 

After  the  stabbing,  police  ar¬ 
rested  the  driver  of  the  get-away 
vehicle,  Pounleau  Chea,  and 
levied  assault  and  homicide 
charges  against  him. 


Gala  sold,  to  remain  open 


The  Outer  Richmond  District 
Gala  on  Geary  Boulevard  will 
stay  in  business  for  a  while 
longer. 

The  supermarket,  and  seven 
others  owned  by  Gala  Foods  and 
Bell  Markets  in  Northern 
Galifornia,  was  sold  to  Harley 
DeLano,  who  has  a  reputation  for 
successfully  running  supermarket 
chains.  DeLano  was  the  president 
of  Gala  Foods  until  1999.  He  ne¬ 


gotiated  with  his  former  employ¬ 
er  for  more  than  a  year. 

DeLano  will  also  take  over 
the  Bell  Market  on  24th  Street  in 
Noe  Valley  and  the  Gala  on 
South  Van  Ness  Avenue  in  the 
Mission  District. 

Two  supermarkets  recently 
closed  in  the  Richmond  District, 
Gala  at  Geary  Boulevard  and 
Fourth  Avenue  and  Albertsons  on 
Glement  Street  and  32nd  Avenue. 


Plan  to  show  movies  in  park 


A  proposal  has  been  made  to 
show  movies  outdoors  amongst 
the  trees,  stars  and  fog  of  Golden 
Gate  Park. 

An  Australian  company. 
Summer  Entertainment  Inc.,  has 
proposed  showing  films  for  eight 
consecutive  weeks  beginning  in 
August.  The  company  hopes  to 
make  the  series  an  annual  event. 

Movies  would  be  shown  at 
Peacock  Meadow,  located  near 
the  Gonservatory  of  Flowers. 
Admission  would  be  charged  and 
Summer  Entertainment  is  consid¬ 
ering  applying  for  a  permit  to 
serve  alcohol.  First-run  features 
would  be  shown. 


Outdoor  movies  in  San 
Francisco  started  when  the  SF 
Neighborhood  Theater 

Foundation  showed  a  film  at 
Washington  Square  Park  in  the 
North  Beach  in  2003.  Since  then, 
outdoor  film  events  have  been 
held  at  Union  Squate,  Alamo 
Square  and  Mission  Dolores 
Park,  sometimes  attracting  more 
than  1,000  people. 

The  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Gommission’s  operations  com¬ 
mittee  was  slated  to  tackle  the 
proposal  at  its  Jan.  3  meeting. 
The  plan  would  then  go  to  the 
full  commission  for  discussion 
and  possible  action. 


Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  18  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 

Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 

Ed  Anderson 

(415)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 
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T\iesday,  January  23 

6:30pm-8:30pm 
Bill  Graham  CMc  Auditorium 
99  Grove  Street 


Wednesday,  January  24 

6:30pm-8:30pm 

Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center 
660  Lombard  Street 


Saturday,  January  27 

lOam  to  noon 

Southeast  Community  Facihty 
Alex  Pitcher  Conference  Room 
1800  Oakdale  Avenue 


Get  info,  give  input  at  sfsewers.org 


SF  SEWER  System 

M A  S  T  E  R  P  LA  N  P  RO  |  E  CT 


San  Francisco  Public  utilities  Commission;  Your  Water,  Wastewater  and  Municipal  Power  Agency 
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Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 
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Opportunity  Knocks! 


Let  our  60  years  of  experience 
here  in  the  Richmond  District 
benefit  you  ...  call  us  today  for 
our  professional  expertise  at 


9' 


*1 


752-3600 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
"Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 
www.coumaleco.com 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 


420  29th  Avenue  (near  Clement) 
Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

^Assisted  listening  availobie  *  parking  available  during 
services  across  street  at  Presidio  Middle  School 


**On  Jan.  7th  services  will  be  held  at  10  a.m.  at 
First  United  Lutheran,  30th  and  Geary 

Tuesday  night  Bring-and-Share  Meal  and  Film  Series 
Call  for  films,  dates  and  times 


Thursdays:  Morning  Prayer  at  8  a.m. 


+  +  + 


Sf.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive 
Christianity  and  was  identified 
as  one  of  top  30  Episcopal 
Churches  in  the  U.S. 


+  +  + 

For  more  information  on  services  or 
programs,  call  Fr.  David  Rickey  at 
[415)  751-4942  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.stpeters-sf.org 


City  Hall 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 


Update  on  local  issues 


John  F.  Kennedy  Drive 
Repave  Compieted 

In  this  year’s  budget,  I  got  a 
million  dollars  to  repave  Golden 
Gate  Park’s  John  F.  Kennedy 
Drive  (JFK  Drive).  Happily,  the 
job  is  complete  and  for  the  first 
time  in  27  years  JFK  Drive  is  as 
smooth  as  silk. 

The  repaving  has  created  a 
“new  recreational  asphalt,”  says 
David  Miles  of  the  Inline 
Academy  Skate  School.  “All  you 
have  to  do  is  be  out  there  on 
Christmas  Day  and  see  how 
many  families  are  using  JFK 
Drive.  People  have  more  recre¬ 
ational  opportunities  to  run, 
walk,  skate,  bike  and  Segway. 
This  will  bring  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  back  to  Golden  Gate  Park 
like  it  was  in  the  ’80s.” 

A  smoother  and  safer  JFK 
Drive  means  more  park  usage 
and  the  potential  for  better  com¬ 
munity  programs.  In  preparation 
for  the  increased  recreational  use, 
a  “skate  patrol  and  park  ambas¬ 
sadors”  program  is  in  the  plans. 
According  to  Miles:  “Volunteers 
in  this  program  represent  the  City 
as  they  help  direct  the  public  and 
tend  to  minor  injuries.  It  is  a 
model  used  in  other  cities  with 
large  parks.” 

Prior  to  the  repaving,  I  heard 
from  Richmond  residents,  like 
parent  Jean  Fraser,  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  long-term  health 
of  the  City.  Like  others,  she 
wants  to  make  sure  the  City’s  in¬ 
frastructure  is  maintained. 

"I  run  a  clinic  once  a  month  to 
teach  little  kids  how  to  ride  with¬ 
out  training  wheels  on  JFK 
Drive.  Before  the  repaving,  the 
kids  really  struggled  with  learn¬ 
ing  to  balance  and  avoid  the  pot¬ 
holes,”  Fraser  said. 

For  information  about  the 
skate  patrol  and  park  ambas¬ 
sadors  program,  contact  Miles  at 
752-1967. 

The  next  Childrens’  Bike 
Clinic  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  21,  from  10:30  a.m.  to  11:30 
a.m.  Meet  at  McLaren  Lodge. 

For  information,  check  www.sf- 
bike.org. 


Muni’s  Transit  Effectiveness 
Project 

Tfie  Transit  Effectiveness 
Project  (TEP  or  Project)  is  an  18- 
month  project  to  evaluate  and 
make  recommendations  regard¬ 
ing  Muni,  with  the  goals  of  mak¬ 
ing  service  more  attractive  to  the 
public  and  lowering  operating 
costs.  The  project  provides  an 
opportunity  for  two  city  depart¬ 
ments  to  collaborate;  the  con¬ 
troller’s  office  and  Muni.  The 
controller’s  office  provides  fiscal 
sensibility  while  Muni  provides 
operational  expertise. 

The  project  is  off  to  an  excit¬ 
ing  start  with  a  new  project  man¬ 
ager  and  a  well -attended 
Richmond  community  meeting. 
Many  of  you  may  already  know 
Julie  Kirschbaum  from  her  work 
on  the  Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
project  at  the  Transportation 
Authority.  Julie  has  recently 
joined  Muni’s  Department  of 
Planning  and  Development  and 
is  the  new  TEP  project  manager. 
She  brings  with  her  a  wealth  of 
understanding  of  the  Richmond 
District.  Her  collaborative  ap¬ 
proach  will  serve  the  City  well  as 
she  works  with  a  myriad  of  City 
departments  and  community 
groups. 

About  50  to  70  participants  at¬ 
tended  the  first  Richmond  meet¬ 
ing.  Muni  received  many  recom¬ 
mendations  about  the  changing 
transit  needs,  service  reliability 
and  spending  our  public  funds 
wisely. 

More  open  houses  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  April  2007.  Check 
www.sftep.com  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

Consumer  Protection 
Against  Parking  Garage  Fraud 

I  recently  passed  legislation 
that  strengthens  the  city’s  collec¬ 
tion  of  parking  taxes  from  park¬ 
ing  garages.  These  taxes  are  criti¬ 
cal  to  fund  Muni  operations. 

One  component  of  this  en¬ 
forcement  scheme  is  consumer 
protection.  Consumers  must  re¬ 
ceive  a  parking  receipt  in  ex¬ 
change  for  their  payment.  The 


Contrartors  Retrofit 
Anchor  bolting 
Cripple  wall  bracing 
Seismic  gas  valves 


Full  Seismic  Upgrades 
Soft  story  reinforcements 
Foundation  replacement/repair 
Engineered  plans  and  permits 


Ken  Kelton  Construction 

415-333-1140 

CA  Contractor's  license  #324498 

Structural  Alterations  of  Older  San  Francisco  Homes  Since  1977 


law  also  provides  a  private  right 
of  action  and  means  of  relief  for 
consumers.  All  parking  garages 
are  required  to  post  a  clear  and 
conspicuous  sign  of  at  least  10 
inches  by  15  inches  stating  the 
following: 

“The  operator  of  this  facility 
is  required  to  offer  you  a  ma¬ 
chine  printed  receipt  even  if  you 
pay  a  flat  fee.  If  you  request  a  re¬ 
ceipt  but  do  not  receive  a  ma¬ 
chine  printed  receipt,  or  if  you 
contest  the  amount  of  rent 
charged  for  parking,  please  call 
the  Tax  Collector’s  Office  at 
(415)554-6403.” 

Parking  Operators  Tax 
Amnesty  Program 

San  Francisco  parking  opera¬ 
tors  who  have  failed  to  pay  their 
taxes  may  apply  for  a  tax 
amnesty  program.  The  program 
allows  registered  and  unregis¬ 
tered  parking  operators  to  pay 
outstanding  parking  taxes  owed 
to  the  City,  subject  to  certain  ex¬ 
clusions.  Operators  who  come 
forward  may  be  grtmted  a  waiver 
of  penalties  on  these  paid 
amounts  and  will  only  be  re¬ 
quired  to  pay  the  tax  plus  the  in¬ 
terest  charges  assessed.  The 
amnesty  period  that  commenced 
on  Nov.  21,  2006  shall  end  on 
Feb.  20,  2007. 

The  new  legislation  took  ef¬ 
fect  on  Oct.  1 4,  2006  and  re¬ 
quires  all  parking  operators  to 
comply  with  our  Business  and 
Tax  Regulations  Code.  Parking 
operators  can  find  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  ordinance  at 
www.sfgov.org/tax.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (415)  554-6403. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  I. 

Windmill 
moves  closer 
to  returning 

The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
voted  to  allocate  $527,221  to¬ 
ward  the  renovation  of  the 
Murphy  Windmill,  located  in  the 
southwest  comer  of  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

The  money  will  be  used  to¬ 
ward  getting  the  windmill  pump¬ 
ing  water  to  the  park  again,  as  it 
did  when  it  was  first  commis¬ 
sioned  in  1905.  The  supervisors 
took  the  money  from  the  Urban 
Forestry  Yard  Project  in  an  effort 
to  help  develop  alternative  ener¬ 
gy  sources  in  the  City. 

Currently,  the  restoration  of 
the  windmill’s  inner  workings  is 
being  undertaken  in  the 
Netherlands.  When  that  part  of 
the  project  is  completed,  it  will 
be  shipped  back  to  the  United 
States  and  put  back  on  top  of  the 
windmill’s  concrete  tower.  The 
entire  cost  of  the  project  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  $4  million. 

Non-profit 
provides 
child  care 

According  to  recent  studies, 
approximately  63  percent  of  chil¬ 
dren  under  age  5  in  the  United 
States  (nearly  12  million  kids) 
spend  an  average  of  36  hours  per 
week  in  child  care. 

The  Children’s  Council  of  San 
Francisco  has  served  San 
Francisco  residents  for  33  years, 
connecting  parents  with  child 
care,  training  child  care  providers 
on  how  to  improve  their  care, 
and  paying  for  child  care  for 
children  from  low-income  fami¬ 
lies.  For  more  information,  call 
276-2904  or  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.childrenscouncil.org. 
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Mayor’s  Office 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 

Keeping  Our  Community  Safe 


In  August  2005, 1  launched  a  coordinat¬ 
ed  effort  amongst  city  departments,  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies,  the  courts  and  the 
community  to  combat  the  high  rate  of  vio¬ 
lence  plaguing  San  Francisco.  Together, 
these  efforts  created  new  job  opportunities 
for  at-risk  youth  and  adults,  advanced  new 
strategies  to  combat  gun  and  gang  vio¬ 
lence,  and  bolstered  social  services  for 
famihes  impacted  by  violence. 

Since  then,  I  wanted  to  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  give  an  update  on  all  of  our  ef¬ 
forts  with  regard  to  pubUc  safety  so  I  pre¬ 
pared  the  SF  Safe  City  report  to  help  keep 
San  Francisco’s  ongoing  violence  preven¬ 
tion  and  reduction  strategy  moving  for¬ 
ward.  The  strategy  is  organized  into  five 
key  elements:  collaboration,  prevention, 
intervention,  enhanced  criminal  justice 
system  effectiveness,  and  community 
policing. 

Among  other  accomplishments,  the 
Juvenile  Probation  Department  and  the 
Department  of  Children,  Youth  and  their 
Families  (DCYF)  spearheaded  the  most 
ambitious  effort  in  San  Francisco  history  to 
provide  jobs  for  youth  on  probation.  The 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Economic  and 
Workforce  Development  expanded  its  City 
Build  Academy  to  provide  job-training  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  construction  field.  The  DCYF 
commenced  an  effort  to  expand  the 
Community  Response  Network  crisis  re¬ 
sponse  program  in  the  Mission  District  and 
bring  this  model  to  the  Bayview  and 
Western  Addition  neighborhoods.  The 
Department  of  Public  Health  initiated  a 
new  citywide  crisis  response  team  to  assist 
family  members  and  witnesses  of  violent 
incidents.  Operation  Ceasefire,  a  collabora¬ 


tion  among  lo¬ 
cal  and  federal 
public  safety 
agencies  to 
combat  gun 
and  gang  vio¬ 
lence,  began 
extensive  data 
collection  and 
planning.  The 
district  attor¬ 
ney  and  public 
defender  continued  their  efforts  to  improve 
outcomes  for  people  exiting  jail,  and  pohce 
district  stations  carried  out  violence  reduc¬ 
tion  plans  to  tackle  the  unique  crime  prob¬ 
lems  in  each  neighborhood. 

These  initiatives  have  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  coherent  strategy,  but  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  work  Ues  ahead.  The  ongo¬ 
ing  violence  must  be  stopped  through  a 
combination  of  intensive  prevention,  inter¬ 
vention,  and  suppression  strategies  that  can 
both  respond  to  the  immediate  crisis  on  the 
streets  and  begin  to  deal  with  the  underly¬ 
ing  social  and  economic  conditions  that 
contribute  to  instability,  violence  and 
crime. 

SF  Safe  City  describes  some  examples 
of  San  Francisco’s  ongoing  violence  pre¬ 
vention  and  reduction  strategies  being  car¬ 
ried  out  this  year.  With  an  upwards  of  $50 
million  invested  from  this  year’s  budget, 
many  of  the  successful  initiatives  from  the 
summer  are  continuing  to  grow  and  new 


initiatives  are  underway. 

Some  of  our  latest  measures  include: 

•  Collaboration  Among  Public  Safety 
Agencies  -  I  have  been  meeting  with  the 
Criminal  Justice  Working  Group  and  in 
August  I  convened  a  series  of  top  level 
meetings  with  the  city’s  highest  ranking 
public  safety  officials  to  address  immediate 
ways  for  improving  criminal  justice  case 
processing.  This  group  will  continue  meet¬ 
ing  on  a  quarterly  basis. 

•  Prevention  -  Communities  of 
Opportunity  Initiative:  After  an  extensive 
community  input  process  with  more  than 
300  residents  and  50  planning  meetings, 
the  Communities  of  Opportunity  Initiative 
was  launched  to  implement  innovative, 
place-based  strategies  of  neighborhood  re¬ 
newal  in  four  specific  areas  in  southeast 
San  Francisco  through  partnerships  with 
community  residents,  government  officials, 
and  philanthropic  organizations. 

Communities  of  Opportunity  introduced 
20  catalyst  projects  and  the  development  of 
“Neighborhood  Benefit  Organizations”  to 
usher  in  a  wave  of  change  in  social  service 
delivery.  Communities  of  Opportunity  in¬ 
tends  to  make  monumental  changes  in 
these  four  areas  within  five  years  to  see 
that  a  majority  of  families  in  these  areas 
will  be  stable  or  self-sufficient,  a  majority 
of  children  will  be  flourishing,  less  than  10 
percent  of  the  families  will  be  in  crisis,  and 
the  communities  will  provide  a  safe  envi¬ 
ronment,  sound  physical  infrastructure. 


connected  social  networks,  and  sustainable 
economic  activity. 

•  Intervention  —  Crisis  Intervention: 
Several  San  Francisco  agencies  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  expanded  efforts  to  get  emergen¬ 
cy  services  to  individuals  in  crisis,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Crisis  Response  Team,  the 
Community  Response  Network,  communi¬ 
ty-based  violence  and  trauma  recovery 
programs,  and  domestic  violence  and  sexu¬ 
al  assault  services. 

•  Enhanced  Criminal  Justice  System 
Effectiveness  -  Enhahced  suppression  of 
gun  and  gang  violence:  Gun  and  gang  vio¬ 
lence  accounts  for  a  significant  portion  of 
San  Francisco’s  homicide  rate.  To  curb 
these  urgent  problems  as  fast  as  possible, 
San  Francisco’s  pubhc  safety  agencies  are 
enhancing  the  prosecution  of  violent  and 
gun-related  cases,  enhancing  specialized 
police  units  in  high  violence  areas,  enhanc¬ 
ing  Operation  Ceasefire,  developing 
Project  Sentry  and  Project  Gunstop,  and 
enhancing  supervision  for  probationers 
with  gun-related  charges. 

•  Community  Policing  -  SFPD 
Community  Policing  Infrastructure:  The 
SFPD  has  a  number  of  internal  strategies 
to  strengthen  community  policing,  includ¬ 
ing:  a  director  of  community  poUcing;  en¬ 
hanced  beat  patrol  officers  and  school  re¬ 
source  officers;  enhanced  training;  and 
support  for  conflict  mediation  programs. 

Gavin  Newsom  is  the  mayor  of  San 
Francisco. 


City  College  of  San  Francisco 


The  best  value  in  education  today! 


gjH^^Noncredit 
*®^Credit 


$20 


Spring  2007  f/fff  noncredit 


&  credit  courses  begin  January  17th.  Apply  now  at  www.ccsf.edu 


YIWiCA 

Join  by  ^ 
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good  health 
iihwss  center 
aerobics 
jBtttU  watch 


and  r 


toward  YMCA  programs  or  merchandise! 

Offor  $pptm  to  eS  mw  athsH  and  faiTVIy  momlEjartfiipa. 

S100  Y  Bucha  must  b«  rabaamed  by  a  NEW  ae^N  or 
faiNJy  mmntm  by  Juna  30.  ?CI07. 

Please  Present  Ad  for  Special  Offer 

Presidio  YMCA  Richmond  District 

Building  63  YMCA 

Lincoln  &  Funston  360  18th  Ave. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

415-447-9622  415-666-9622 

Join  today! 

wiiirw.ynicasf.org 
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Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Francisco’s  Largest  Office 

John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hardwork  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


Recent  Sales 


Address 

List  Price 

Sales  Price 

Date 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

Sq.Ft. 

262  15th  Ave. 

$995,000 

$800,000 

12/6/06 

3/2/1 

2,160 

375  25th  Ave. 

828,000 

814,125 

12/5/06 

4/2/2 

1,650 

484  21  St  Ave. 

829,000 

829,000 

12/15/06 

2/1. 5/2 

N/A 

2526  Cabrillo  St. 

819,000 

840,000 

12/4/06 

2/1/1 

1,475 

539  20th  Ave. 

925,000 

925,000 

12/21/06 

3/1. 3/2 

2,050 

790  31st  Ave. 

1,295,000 

1,110,000 

11/18/06 

4/3/2 

2,550 

728  26th  Ave. 

1,195,000 

1,195,000 

12/5/06 

412.512 

2,705 

507  11th  Ave. 

1,595,000 

1,410,000 

12/21/06 

4/2.5/1 

2,324 

743  45th  Ave. 

949,000 

850,000 

12/8/06 

4/3/1 

2,125 

21 3-21 3A  6th  Ave. 

975,000 

999,999 

12/8/06 

3  unit 

2,271 

601-603  35th  Ave. 

1,229,000 

1,175,000 

12/8/06 

2  unit 

2,300 

Source:  SFMLS 


(415)412-0559  john#johnkirl(patrick.com  www.johnkirkpatrick.com 

COLDUieU. 

BANKeR  El 
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PReSENTS 


Cruise  Vacations 


RELAX  WHILE  YOU  DISCOVER  THE  WORLD 


AAA  Travel  -  San 
Francisco 
Lakeshore 
cordially  invites 
you  to: 

A  “Cruise 
Afternoon”  with 
Princess  Cruises 

January  10 

United  Irish  Cultural 
Center 

2700  45th  Avenue 


Space  is  limited, 
RSVP  to 

AAA  Travel  -  San 
Francisco  Lakeshore 
(415)  565-7817 


The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


in  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello.a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  City. 

From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond's  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  since  1 956.  And  we've  helped  them 
sell  their  homes  too.  when  they've  been  ready 
to  move  on  to  new  dreams 

If  you'd  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 


Lombard  Street  Office 
1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94123 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 
2 1 07  Union  Stiieet 
San  Francisca  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office 
T;  (4 1 5)  292- 1 777  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 775 


24th  Street  Office 
3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1100 
F:  (415)  321-4250 


HILL&Ca 

REAL  ESTATE 


Cohr  us  helpful. 


At  Ftill  &  Co,  we've  been  helping  people  find 


Aggravated  Assault  with  Weapon: 
Dec.  6,  2:33  a.m.,  300  Block  of  Arguello 
Boulevard 

A  37-year-old  man  was  sleeping  on  his 
couch  when  his  roommate  came  home 
drunk  and  threw  confetti  on  him.  The  47- 
year-old  suspect  then  went  into  the  kitchen 
and  picked  up  a  large  kitchen  pot  and  hit 
the  victim  on  the  left  side  of  the  head, 
causing  his  head  to  bleed  and  swell.  The 
pot  was  dented  at  the  point  of  impact. 

The  suspect  then  threw  a  kitchen  table 
at  the  victim,  who  deflected  it  with  his 
arms.  The  suspect  then  threw  an  empty  40- 
ounce  beer  bottle,  which  hit  the  victim  in 
the  head.  The  victim  ran  outside  in  his  un¬ 
derwear  for  fear  of  his  roommate  and 
called  police. 

Police  officers  arrived  at  the  scene  and 
accompanied  the  victim  to  his  door.  When 
they  knocked  on  the  door,  the  suspect  in¬ 
side  would  not  open  it.  The  victim  told  po¬ 
lice  that  the  suspect  is  currently  taking  psy¬ 
choactive  medication  that  he  mixed  with 
alcohol  and  has  a  history  of  smoking  crack. 

A  fire  truck  arrived  at  the  scene  and 
gained  forced  entry  into  the  apartment, 
which  was  barricaded  by  a  large  wooden 
table.  Once  inside  the  apartment,  the  sus¬ 
pect  yelled,  “This  is  my  f _ ing  house, 

what  the  f _ are  you  doing  inside  my 

apartment?” 

The  suspect  resisted  arrest  and  was 
forced  onto  the  couch,  where  officers  hand¬ 
cuffed  him.  One  officer  sustained  a  leg  in¬ 
jury  during  the  struggle. 

The  victim’s  head  was  stitched  up  by  a 
team  of  medics  at  the  scene.  The  suspect 
was  transferred  to  Richmond  Station  and 
booked. 

Possession  of  Stolen  Property  with 
Knowledge,  Parole  'Violation,  Possession 
of  Burglary  Tools:  Dec.  15,  2:35  p.m., 
California  Street  and  10th  Avenue 

A  plainclothes  police  unit  driving  in  an 
unmarked  police  car  observed  the  suspect 
walking  in  the  middle  of  the  road  on  11th 
Avenue  between  California  and  Clement 
streets.  The  officers  watched  as  he  walked 
into  the  entryway  of  an  apartment  building 
and  then  quickly  back  onto  the  sidewalk. 

One  officer  got  out  of  the  car  and  ob¬ 
served  the  suspect  emerging  from  the  door¬ 
way  of  a  house  on  California  Street  carry¬ 
ing  a  screwdriver  in  his  hand.  Due  to  the 
fact  that  burglars  often  carry  screwdrivers 
with  them  to  gain  access  through  doors  and 
windows  and  the  suspect’s  behavior  of  ap¬ 
proaching  numerous  residences,  the  officer 
approached  the  suspect  and  displayed  his 
badge. 

The  police  officers  seized  the  suspect’s 
screwdriver.  The  suspect  seemed  nervous 
and  told  poUce  he  was  on  parole.  A  search 
of  the  suspect  turned  up  some  mail  that 
was  not  his. 

“I’m  just  tweaking,”  the  suspect  said.  “I 
haven’t  slept  for  the  last  three  days.  I 
picked  that  off  the  ground.” 

The  suspect  admitted  he  was  on 
methamphetamine  and  was  placed  under 
arrest  for  violating  his  parole  and  for  pos¬ 


sessing  someone  else’s  mail. 

The  suspect  was  transferred  to 
Richmond  Station  where  more  pieces  of 
mail  were  discovered  on  the  suspect. 

Aggravated  Assault  with  Weapon: 
Dec.  10,  5:48  p.m.,  4700  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

Two  officers  were  on  patrol  driving 
eastbound  on  Geary  Boulevard  when  they 
heard  a  loud  bang  followed  by  the  sound  of 
shattering  glass.  They  then  observed  a  37- 
year-old  suspect  running  towards  11th 
Avenue  and  two  owners  of  a  restaurant 
pointing  at  him. 

Officers  promptly  detained  the  suspect, 
who  smelled  strongly  of  alcohol. 

“I  only  wanted  to  know  if  those  were 
Oscars  in  the  fish  tank,”  said  the  victim  as 
he  was  being  handcuffed.  “I  was  upset  and 
it  was  stupid  of  me  to  throw  the  bottle  at 
the  door.” 

The  victims,  co-owners  of  the  restau¬ 
rant,  said  that  the  suspect  stumbled  into 
their  business  and  asked  about  the  fish  in 
the  tank.  He  started  to  raise  his  voice  at  the 
victims,  who  asked  him  to  leave  the  restau¬ 
rant. 

The  suspect  reached  into  his  pocket  and 
pulled  out  a  glass  liquor  bottle  that  looked 
threatening  to  the  victims.  After  several  at¬ 
tempts  to  get  him  out  of  the  restaurant,  the 
suspect  relented  and  exited.  Once  outside, 
the  suspect  threw  the  bottle  at  the  restau¬ 
rant’s  front  door. 

The  suspect  was  booked. 

Burglary:  Dec.  1, 1:45  a.m.,  400  Block 
of  14th  Avenue 

The  victim  heard  a  noise  coming  from 
the  downstairs  of  her  two-floor  flat,  but  be¬ 
lieved  the  noise  was  caused  by  a  family 
member. 

When  she  went  downstairs,  the  victim 
discovered  and  confronted  the  suspect, 
who  was  inside  her  bedroom.  The  suspect, 
a  male  in  his  late  20s  wearing  a  dark  col¬ 
ored  shirt  with  an  insignia  that  read 
“Hoodie,”  fled  out  of  the  unit  and  into  the 
street. 

The  victim  discovered  that  the  suspect 
had  unplugged  her  X-box  and  laptop  com¬ 
puter  and  had  placed  both  items  into  a  car¬ 
rying  bag  belonging  to  the  suspect. 

Aggravated  Assault:  Dec.  3,  5  a.m., 
Fulton  Street  and  44th  Avenue 

The  victim  was  walking  on  Fulton 
Street  near  44th  Avenue  when  an  unknown 
suspect  approached  him  from  the  rear. 

The  suspect  struck  the  right  side  of  the 
victim’s  head  with  a  baseball  bat,  causing 
him  to  lose  consciousness.  The  suspect 
stole  all  of  the  victim’s  property  while  he 
was  lying  unconscious. 

The  victim  woke  up  later  and  sought 
medical  attention. 

Bank  Fraud:  Dec.  9,  12:15  p.m.,  6000 
Block  of  Geary  Boulevard 

The  female  suspect  walked  into  a  bank 
and  approached  the  teller  to  cash  a  payroll 

Continued  on  page  9 


Enjoy  A  More  Comfortable  Retirement 
In  Your  Own  Home 


Our  Reverse  Mortgage'  program  enables  you  to: 

•  Receive  tax-free  funds  to  use  however  you  choose^ 

•  Title  stays  in  your  name 

•  Financial  flexibility 

•  No  income,  asset,  employment  or  credit'qualification  restrictions’ 
•Your  choice  of  flexible  funds-distribution  plans 

Christine  Stormont  David  Stormont 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant  Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 
415-722-0226  650-533-2349 


'Must  be  at  least  62  years  old.  'Consult  your  tax  advisor.  ’Reverse  Mortgage  borrowers 
are  required  to  obtain  an  eligibility  certificate  by  receiving  free  counseling  sessions  with 
a  HUD-approved  agency.  Family  members  are  also  strongly  encouraged  to 
participate  in  these  informative  sessions.  Call  for  more  detailed  program 
information.  Wells  Fargo  Horne  Mortgage  is  a  division  of  Wells  Fargo  Bank. 
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Commentary 

Ryder  1/14  Miller 

25  years  of  conservation  at  GFMS 


As  early  as  at  least  25  years 
ago,  the  dwindling  populations  of 
some  local  fish  stocks  had  be¬ 
come  a  concern.  Part  of  the  rea¬ 
soning  behind  the  creation  of  the 
National  Marine  Sanctuaries,  in¬ 
cluding  our  very  own  Gulf  of  the 
Farallones  Marine  Sanctuary 
(GFMS),  was  not  solely  preser¬ 
vation  or  protection,  but  rather 
conservation  -  the  protection  of 
fishing  stocks  for  future  genera¬ 
tions. 

With  the  establishment  of  the 
nearby  Monterey  Bay  Marine 
Sanctuary,  the  Gulf  of  the 
Farallones  Marine  Sanctuary  and 
the  Cordell  Bank  Marine 
Sanctuary  to  create  safe  zones  for 
fish  and  marine  mammals,  the 
protection  of  fish  populations  and 
fishing  in  nearby  areas  has  been 
facilitated. 

Now  in  its  25th  year,  the  Gulf 
of  the  Farallones  Marine 
Sanctuary  has  faced  its  chal¬ 
lenges  £uid  is  now  part  of  a  new 
sea  change.  We  have  seen  our  sea 
changes  along  the  coast  of 
California  -  the  end  of  American 
commercial  whaling,  efforts  to 
protect  the  coast,  and,  currently, 
the  drive  to  fish  sustainably. 

One  can  purchase  and  eat  fish 
in  a  responsible  manner  which 
should  not  destroy  fish  popula¬ 
tions  for  future  generations.  Such 


efforts  reward  sustainable  con¬ 
sumption  practices.  Nearby 
aquariums  provide  sustainable 
seafood  guides  through  The 
Seafood  Watch  program  of  the 
Monterey  Bay  Aquarium. 

Sustainable  seafood  for  hu¬ 
man  consumption  is  an  environ¬ 
mental  challenge,  along  with 
global  warming,  the  destruction 
of  habitat,  and  the  introduction  of 
harmful  non-indigenous  species 
into  an  environment. 

At  Ocean  Fest,  held  Oct.  7, 
2006,  one  could  see  some  of  the 
machinations  necessary  to  sup¬ 
port  such  changes,  primarily 
sponsors,  educators  and  interest¬ 
ed  listeners. 

For  25  years  now,  the  GFMS 
has  striven  to  protect  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  to  our  west  through  manage¬ 
ment,  education  and  public  in¬ 
volvement. 

Over  the  last  25  years,  some 
of  the  achievements  by  GFMS 
include:  researching  endangered 
Humpback  and  Blue  whales,  des¬ 
ignating  a  part  of  the  sanctuary 
as  the  Golden  Gate  Biosphere 
Reserve,  the  Beach  Watch 
Program,  establishment  of  the 
Farallones  Marine  Sanctuary 
Association,  the  return  of  the 
northern  fur  seal  to  the  Farallone 
Islands,  the  SEALS  program, 
which  monitors  harbor  seals,  a 


new  visitor  center,  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  personal  watercraft  in  the 
sanctuaries,  the  Sharkmobile 
Program,  and  the  removal  of 
1 00,000  gallons  of  oil  from  a 
sunken  vessel. 

The  Beach  Watch  program  re¬ 
ports  a  1 60  percent  decrease  in 
oil  pollution  rates  over  1997- 
1998  rates  after  the  removal  of 
oil  from  the  leaking  shipwreck 
named  the  Jacob  Luckenbach. 

Maria  Brown,  the  sanctuary’s 
superintendent,  said  the 
Farallone  Islands  were  less  oily 
than  any  time  in  the  past  25 
years. 

“This  silver  anniversary  is  a 
portal  through  which  we  look 
back  at  our  accomplishments,” 
Brown  said.  “In  coming  decades, 
we  will  build  on  accomplish¬ 
ments  by  working  with  those 
who  live,  work  and  recreate 
along  our  coast  to  address  the 
complex  issues  facing  the  sanctu¬ 
ary,  which  is  heavily  impacted  by 
activities  in  the  urban  area  of  San 
Francisco  Bay.” 

Future  plans  for  the  three 
nearby  sanctuaries  (Monterey, 
Farallones,  Cordell)  are  open  for 
public  comment.  Concerned  par¬ 
ties  can  contact  those  responsible 
for  the  Sanctuary  Draft 
Management  Plan  and 
Environmental  Impact  Statement 
online  at:  www.sanctu- 
aries.nos.noaa.gov/jointplan. 

The  Farallones  Marine 
Sanctuary  Association  also  has  a 
visitor  site  at  Crissy  Field  and 
there  are  volunteer  stewardship 
programs  the  public  can  become 
involved  in,  like  the  Beach 
Watch  and  SEALS  programs. 


Police  blotter  ...  Police  blotter  ...  Pol 


Continued  from  page  8 

check.  The  suspect  requested 
$500  cash  and  the  rest  payable  as 
a  money  order. 

The  bank  teller  recalled  a  sim¬ 
ilar  transaction  with  the  exact 
same  amount  written  on  another 
payroll  check  three  days  prior 
and  with  the  same  payment  re¬ 
quest. 

The  teller  immediately  noti¬ 
fied  the  bank’s  manager,  who 
called  police.  The  suspect  was 
detained  outside  of  the  bank 
when  she  attempted  to  flee  the 
scene. 

The  suspect  was  arrested  for 
attempting  to  cash  a  fraudulent 
check. 

Attempted  Burglary:  Dec. 
13,  10:45  a.m.,  3100  Block  of 
T\irk  Street 

Officers  responded  to  a  call  of 
a  suspect  attempting  to  unlock  a 
resident’s  front  door.  The  victim 
told  police  officers  that  the  sus¬ 
pect  had  also  attempted  to  open 
the  doors  of  numerous  apart¬ 
ments  on  his  level. 

Officers  conducted  a  safety 
check  and  discovered  an  older 
male  pretending  to  be  an  adoles¬ 
cent  in  one  of  the  apartments. 
After  minutes  of  convincing  the 
suspect  to  open  the  door,  officers 
determined  that  the  suspect  was 
lying. 

The  suspect  was  arrested  for 
burglary. 

Once  arresting  the  suspect, 
they  discovered  that  he  also  had 
an  outstanding  parole  violation. 

Burglary:  Dec.  2,  between 
11:30  p.m.  and  8:30  a.m.,  200 
Block  of  Cherry  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  gained 
entry  into  a  garage  by  unknown 
means  and  stole  two  bicycles, 
two  Jackets,  a  garage  door  open¬ 
er,  suitcase,  miscellaneous  auto 
products  and  the  victim’s  vehicle. 


There  are  no  suspects. 

Acting  Suspiciously  Toward 
Child:  Dec.  7,  3:58  p.m.,  Geary 
Boulevard  and  33rd  Avenue 

A  plainclothes  poUce  unit  was 
conducting  surveillance  at  a  local 
school  due  to  reports  of  indecent 
exposure. 

The  officers  noticed  a  suspi¬ 
cious  person,  who  matched  the 
description  given  of  the  indecent 
exposure  suspect,  pacing  up  and 
down  the  street  and  near  a  bus 
shelter. 

The  officers  followed  the  sus¬ 
pect  in  their  car  as  he  walked 
eastbound  on  Geary  Boulevard. 
When  the  suspect  jaywalked 


against  a  red  light,  the  officers 
stopped  him.  They  discovered  he 
had  a  digital  camera,  radio 
recorder,  mask  and  binoculars  in 
his  possession.  Looking  at  the 
camera,  police  discovered  sever¬ 
al  photos  of  young  girls  that  had 
recently  been  taken. 

The  36-year-old  suspect  did 
not  have  any  identification  on 
him  and  was  transported  to  the 
Richmond  Station  for  identifica¬ 
tion.  Once  identified,  he  was  giv¬ 
en  a  citation  for  jaywalking.  The 
camera  and  the  suspect’s  record¬ 
ing  equipment  was  retained  by 
police  as  evidence. 


FIRST  UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 

Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  &  6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405 
Jazzerdse.com 


www.sunsetsauna.com 

Best  Massage  in  San  Francisco.. 


T 


SAUNA  •  DAY  SPA 


Open  Daily  •  Gift  Certificates  Available 
Same  Day  Appointments  Available  •  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


800  200-2559  *1214  20th  Avenue  •  SF  •  41 5  753-2559 


Dedicated 

1  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
I  have  a  krt  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedicatbn 
sets  the  standards  tor  excellence  in  the  industry. 

Call  me  if  you  arc  buyir^  or  selling. 

Chances  are,  1  can  help. 


RITCHIE ! 
Hal  LAN  AN 


K I  \  I  t  ^  r  ^  T  I 


AA  QppOfturt%  BiT»»qr 

r  vtiM  ntxiMi  Cuivtn^i  Lrsiod  TtM  IS 

Neti  mawM  As  ■  ae^italsiBMi 


Bruce  McKIeroy 
Ritchie  llaUanan  Real 
Ei^tate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 
mckfcrovijhl  1 800tilbcrl.com 


-BESt  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  OlSIRtCT 

Fresh  Rcxisted  Turkey  Breast  Sondiulches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dolly. 


SALADS  ■  DCSS€RTS  ■  UJINC  ■  BCCR  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


rAVnFF  "  ’• 

1^1  urr  SANDWICH  I 

I  I  any  sandwich  SPECIALS  I 

^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  I  coupon  per  person.  Expires  1  /31  /Dr  j 

734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 


OPEN  7  DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  830  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  430  p.m. 
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ZEPHYR 

HEAL  ESTATE 

Property  is  the  single  best 
investment  you  can  make. 


Calling  Julie  Reber  is 
the  second  best. 


MKM  AT)  UMC 

www.juliereber.com 


GREAT  PIZZAS 
FROM  PIRRO’S 
PIZZERIA  &  ITALIAN 
RESTAURANT! 

PIZZA  •  PASTA  •  BEER  &  WINE 
OPEN  MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY  FROM  4  PM 
OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY 
DELIVERY  AFTER  4  PM  ON  WEEKDAYS 
DELIVERY  AFTER  NOON  ON  WEEKENDS 

""fO%"6FF""' 

Dine  in  or  take  out.  Expires  1/31/07 


PD^O^)] 

731-4580  731-4581 

2244  Taraval  St.,  San  Francisco  (Blwn.  32nd  &  33rd  Ave.) 


Richmond  Reiriew 


The  Richmond  Review  is  now  distributed 
door-to-door  to  25,000  homes  in  the 
Richmond  District.  If  you  missed  out,  pick 
up  a  copy  at  the  following  rack  locations: 


8th  Avenue/Clement  St.  (SW  corner) 

16th  Avenue/Geary  Blvd.  -  Ross  Dress  for  Less 
37th  Avenue/Balboa  St.  (SW  corner) 

3419  California  (@  Laurel  Ave.)  -  Feet’s 
V.A.  Medical  Center,  4150  Clement  St., 

Anza  Library,  550  37th  Ave. 

Presidio  Library,  3150  Sacramento  St. 
Richmond  Library,  351  9th  Ave. 


Or,  visit  us  online: 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 


Bison  paddock  to  undergo  rehab 


The  bison  in  Golden  Gate  Park  are  going  to  have  ini' 
provements  made  to  their  paddock. 


Continued  from  page  1 

eat  and  live.  Situated  along  John 
F.  Kennedy  Dr.,  between  36th 
and  41st  avenues,  the  bison  are 
cared  for  by  staff  members  at  the 
SF  Zoo. 

Revered  by  Native  Americans 
as  a  manifestation  of  the  “great 
spirit,”  bison  are  the  largest  land 
mammals  native  to  North 
America.  They  were  originally 
named  “Tatanka”  by  the  Lakota 
Indian  tribe.  Based  on  fossil 
records  and  historical  accounts, 
an  estimated  30  million  to  60 
million  bison  roamed  the  land 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  first 
Europeans. 

However,  encouraged  by  the 
U.S.  federal  government  and  fu¬ 
eled  by  dreams  of  riches  during 
the  United  State’s  westward 
expansion,  profiteers  began  a 
large-scale  bison  slaughter.  Over 
the  course  of  just  a  few  decades, 
millions  were  killed.  They  were 
hunted  for  their  meat  and  hides, 
which  were  sent  to  the  East 
Coast  in  large  quantities.  They 
were  also  hunted  for  sport,  their 
massive  carcasses  left  to  decay 
on  the  plains. 

According  to  some  historians, 
they  were  hunted,  in  part,  to 
destabilize,  or  “civilize,”  Native 
American  tribes. 

By  1889,  less  than  1,000  bi¬ 
son  were  left.  Those  were  saved 
by  the  combined  efforts  of 
William  Hornaday  (director  of 
the  Bronx  Zoo  in  New  York 
City)  and  a  small  group  of  ranch¬ 
ers. 

In  1905,  the  American  Bison 
Society  was  formed  to  save  the 
bison  and  protect  rangeland  for 


the  animals.  Today,  those  efforts 
are  carried  on  by  the  National 
Bison  Association  and  the 
Canadian  Bison  Association.  The 
bison  herds  of  today  number  in 
excess  of  350,000  and  are  grow¬ 
ing. 

The  bison  paddock  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  was  created  as  part  of 
the  effort  to  prevent  extermina¬ 
tion  of  the  bison,  according  to  the 
now-defunct  San  Francisco- 
based  Watch  Bison  Committee’s 
Web  site.  As  part  of  the  preserva¬ 
tion  program,  a  captive  breeding 
program  was  begun  in  1891  with 
the  purchase  of  a  “family,”  con¬ 
sisting  of  one  cow  named 
Madame  Sarah  Bernhardt  and  a 
bull  named  Ben  Harrison. 

With  the  addition  of  three  bi¬ 
son  in  1905  from  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  by  1918  the  herd 
had  grown  to  30. 

But,  in  1980,  seven  bison 
came  down  with  bovine  tubercu¬ 


losis  and  were  transferred  to  an 
enclosure  Just  east  of  the  San 
Francisco  county  jail  in  San 
Bruno.  The  healthy  remnants  of 
the  original  herd  were  donated  in 
1995  to  a  wildlife  reserve  in 
southern  Oregon. 

By  the  late  ’90s,  there  were 
only  12  females  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.  Seven  of  the  females  were 
purchased  in  1984  by  Richard 
Blum  (husband  of  Sen.  Dianne 
Feinstein)  to  replace  members  of 
the  infected  herd. 

According  to  SF  Zoo  Director 
of  Animal  Care  and  Conser¬ 
vation  Bob  Jenkins,  there  are 
currently  nine  healthy  female  bi¬ 
son  living  in  the  paddock,  rang¬ 
ing  in  age  from  12  to  15  years. 
The  city  has  no  immediate  plans 
to  breed  more  bison. 

For  more  information  about 
bison,  visit  the  National  Bison 
Association 's  Web  site  at 
WWW.  bisoncentral.  com. 

plans 

practices.  They’re  just  trying  to 
drive  us  out  and  sell  the  property 
to  developers,  but  they  don’t  re¬ 
alize  we  are  a  community  here,” 
Lagos  said. 

In  May  of  last  year,  area  resi¬ 
dents  and  churches  banded  to¬ 
gether  and  filed  a  lawsuit  to  try 
and  block  a  new  development  on 
Brotherhood  Way,  the  southern 
border  of  Parkmerced.  That  mat¬ 
ter  is  now  on  appeal,  according 
to  Lagos. 

And  in  a  volatile  and  well-at¬ 
tended  residents  meeting  held 
just  a  few  months  ago,  residents 
voiced  their  displeasure  with  the 
plans  announced  by  developer 
Summer  Hill  Homes  to  tear 
down  the  existing  commercial 
zone  on  Gambon  Drive,  the  east¬ 
ern  border  of  Parkmerced,  and 
erect  190  condominiums  and  a 
grocery  store.  In  addition  to  the 
increased  traffic,  pollution  and 
parking  problems,  residents  are 
also  concerned  about  being  with¬ 
out  the  only  grocery  store  now  in 
the  neighborhood  during  the  long 
construction  period. 

“This  is  really  going  to  be  a 
mess,”  one  resident  remarked. 

childrens'  walks 

children  for  more  than  35  years. 
Last  year,  more  than  5,000  ele¬ 
mentary  school  students  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  program’s  education¬ 
al,  fun  and  themed  walks. 

The  volunteer  training  wiU  be 
held  at  SF  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden 
Gate  Park  at  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Tuesdays,  Feb.  6 
through  Apr.  24  from  9  a.m.  to 
12:30  p.m.  The  fee  is  $75,  and 
some  scholarships  are  available. 

For  more  information  or  to 
register  (required),  call  661- 
1316,  ext.  312,  or  visit  www.sfb- 
otanicalgarden.org. 


SFSU  releases  expansion 

Continued  from  page  1  eventually  wants  to  take  over  the 


about  the  impact  aO  the  new  de¬ 
velopment  will  have  on  their 
community,  including  increased 
density,  pollution,  traffic  and 
parking  problems. 

“They  have  to  take  a  good 
look  at  parking.  They  are  saying 
that  students  will  use  the  in¬ 
creased  Muni  service  and  new 
BART  shuttles  planned  for  the 
area,  but  that  is  a  little  naive,” 
stated  one  neighborhood  resi¬ 
dent. 

In  their  initial  Environmental 
Impact  Report,  SFSU  noted  that 
parking  needs  are  already  suffi¬ 
ciently  met  by  an  on-campus 
multi-story  garage  and  it  won’t 
be  adding  any  new  parking  facili¬ 
ties  to  accommodate  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  additional  students. 

Many  neighborhood  residents, 
however,  do  not  agree  with  the 
university’s  parking  assessment. 

“The  campus  already  puts  a 
burden  on  our  neighborhood  with 
the  influx  of  commuters.  Parking, 
including  private  parking,  is  con¬ 
stantly  usurped  and  when  we 
complain,  there  have  been  inci¬ 
dents  of  abusiveness  and  vandal¬ 
ism  by  the  perpetrators,”  said 
Parkmerced  resident  Daniel 
Phillips. 

Another  resident  complained 
bitterly  that  it  often  takes  her  up 
to  one  hour  to  find  a  parking 
space  when  she  comes  home 
from  work. 

Quarrels  between  Parkmerced 
and  the  school  are  not  new,  say 
neighbors.  Six  years  ago,  SFSU 
purchased  200  residential  units  at 
Parkmerced  that  run  along 
Holloway  to  accommodate  grow¬ 
ing  student  housing  needs, 
Goodrich  said. 

Although  Parkmerced  tenants 
still  occupy  70  percent  of  the 
complex,  many  residents  are  ap¬ 
prehensive  that  the  university 


entire  community,  and  this  has 
resulted  in  a  series  of  heated  ex¬ 
changes  between  the  two  parties. 
In  an  attempt  to  stem  deteriorat¬ 
ing  relations  between  the  school 
and  Parkmerced  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area,  SFSU  recently 
created  a  new  community  rela¬ 
tions  position. 

Parkmerced,  built  on  the  site, 
of  a  former  military  installation 
following  WWII,  currently  has 
10,000  residents  and  3,400  rental 
units.  In  1972,  Leona  Helmsley, 
the  controversial  New  York  hotel 
magnate,  bought  the  property  for 
$320  million  and  then  attempted 
to  convert  it  into  condominiums. 
Strong  opposition  from  residents, 
however,  stopped  that  plan. 
Helmsley  sold  the  property  in 
1999  to  the  current  owners. 
Stellar  Management,  a  New 
York-based  company  for  $650 
million,  according  to  Parkmerced 
resident  Julian  Lagos. 

“We’ve  had  problems  here 
ever  since.  The  Parkmerced 
Residents  Organization  recently 
filed  a  $10  million  class  action 
lawsuit  against  the  owners,  alleg¬ 
ing  poor  and  illegal  management 

Vols  needed  for 

The  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden  Society  is  looking  for 
volunteers  who  enjoy  working 
with  children  and  love  the  out¬ 
doors  to  sign-up  for  an  upcoming 
training  session  to  lead 
Children’s  Walks  at  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Garden. 

No  previous  horticultural  ex¬ 
perience  is  necessary,  as  the  12- 
week  training  program  will  in¬ 
clude  basic  botany  and  ecology 
lessons  as  well  as  techniques  on 
working  with  elementary  school 
children. 

The  Guided  Walk  program 
has  served  San  Francisco  school 
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Presidio  girls  win  title, 
boys  come  up  short 


The  Presidio  Middle  School 
girls  basketball  team  played  a 
great  season,  with  eight  wins  and 
only  one  loss. 

But,  the  Panthers  knew  it  was 
just  the  beginning.  The  playoffs 
were  coming  and  they  had  to 
start  with  a  tough  game,  against 
the  James  Lick  Bulldogs. 

The  Bulldogs  did  not  do  so 
well  during  the  season,  clinching 
their  spot  by  coming  in  fourth  in 
the  division  with  a  5-3  record. 

The  match,  which  took  place 
Dec.  6,  ended  with  a  Presidio 
victory  by  a  score  of  43-27. 

The  Presidio  Panthers’  next 
playoff  game  was  against  the 
Claire  Lilienthal  Wolves,  who 
came  in  third  with  a  record  of  6- 
3.  The  game  was  held  on  Dec.  8 
and  ended  with  another  Presidio 
victory,  this  time  by  a  score  of 
45-34. 

Then,  the  championship  game 
loomed. 

The  Panthers’  opponents  were 
the  Alice  Fong  Yu  Red  Dragons, 
a  team  that  had  completed  their 
season  in  second  place  with  a 
record  of  8-1. 

The  game  took  place  on  Dec. 
14,  at  the  Kezar  Pavilion.  It  start¬ 
ed  as  a  mismatch,  with  Presidio 
taking  the  lead  8-0  within  the 
first  couple  minutes. 

But  the  Dragons  started  to 
come  back  and  got  within  two 
points  before  the  Panthers  got 
their  groove  back.  The  game 
ended  with  Presidio  on  top  by  a 
final  score  of  36-24. 


Presidio  Boys  Come  Up 
Short  in  City  Title  Bid 

The  Presidio  boys  basketball 
team  finished  its  season  with  an 
undefeated  record  of  9-0. 

In  the  Panthers  first  playoff 
game,  against  the  Aptos  Tigers, 
the  Presidio  squad  was  facing  the 
defending  city  champions.  Aptos 
had  finished  their  season  with  a 
record  of  6-2. 

On  Dec.  7,  the  two  teams 
went  to  battle,  with  the  Panthers 
securing  the  win  by  a  45-21 
score. 

In  their  next  playoff  game, 
against  the  Francisco  Rams  on 
Dec.  12,  the  match  ended  with 
another  Presidio  victory.  The  fi¬ 
nal  score  was  47-26. 

The  championship  match  was 
held  at  Kezar  Dec.  14,  against 
the  Giannini  Jaguars.  The 
Jaguars  had  beaten  both  Marina 
and  Denman  middle  schools  to 
get  into  the  title  game. 

The  game  was  hard-fought 
from  the  start.  Going  into  the 
forth  quarter  Giannini  had  a  23- 
22  lead.  The  score  in  the  defen¬ 
sive  struggle  stayed  the  same  un¬ 
til  there  was  four  minutes  to  go 
in  the  game,  when  Presidio’s 
Jonathan  Low  hit  a  three  pointer 
to  give  the  Panthers  a  25-23  lead. 

But  Giannini  made  a  couple 
of  baskets  to  take  the  lead  and 
with  15  seconds  left  in  the  game, 
the  Jaguars’  Leo  Lopez  made 
two  free  throws  to  ice  the  game 
by  a  33-30  score. 

-  Ben  Kozakiewicz 


Heartfelt  dining  at  lOA 


The  Institute  on  Aging  (lOA) 
is  hosting  its  annual  Dinner  a  la 
Heart  fundraiser  at  various  San 
Francisco  restaurants  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  6. 

Diners  who  eat  at  participat¬ 
ing  restalirants  will  have  a  por- 

Airport  cops  raise 
money  for  charity 

The  SF  International  Airport 
Charity  Golf  Tournament,  held 
in  October  netted  $48,000  for 
various  charities,  including  the 
Okizu  Foundation  and  the  SF 
General  Hospital  Foundation.  A 
check  was  presented  at  the  air¬ 
port’s  museum  Dec.  8. 


tion  of  their  bill  donated  to  lOA. 
The  proceeds  will  be  used  to 
support  programs  at  the 
Richmond  District  non-profit 
group,  including  programs  for 
seniors. 

Restaurants  participating  in 
Dinner  a  la  Heart  include:  Gary 
Danko.  Postrio,  Delancey  Street 
and  Hayes  Street  Grill. 

The  cost  of  dinner  ranges 
from  $60  to  $175  per  person, 
which  includes  a  three-course 
meal  and  glass  of  wine. 

For  more  information,  includ¬ 
ing  other  participating  restau¬ 
rants,  go  to  the  Web  site  at 
www.ioaging.org  or  call  (415) 
750-3443. 


St  Thomas  Apostle  Church 


A  Catholic  Community 
WEEKEND  Masses: 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  8:30,11am(Traditional  choir) 
5pm(Contemporary  choir 
Family  Mass  each  2nd  Sunday  at  11am_ 

Monday  -  Saturday:  8:30am 

Sacrament  of  Penance: 

Saturdays,  3pm  to  3;30pm 

Public  School  of  Religion: 

Grade  1-8,  Sunday,  9:40am  -  10:50am 
(This  timeframe  allows  students  and  families 
to  worship  before  or  after  class.) 

HAPPY  2007! 

“The  word  became  flesh  and  made  his  dwelling 
among  us."  (John  1,  14). 

We  wish  all  of  you  a  very  Happy  and  Christ  filled  2007. 
Be  sure  of  your  places  in  our  thoughts  and  prayers. 

FELIZANO  NUEVO! 


For  information  call  (415)  387-5545 
3835  Balboa  Street  at  40th  avenue 
In  the  outer  Richmond  District  (parking  available) 


Father  Daniel  J.  Maguire,  Pastor 


Assembly 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 

Sacramento  update 


First  and  foremost,  I  would 
like  to  thank  all  my  neighbors  in 
the  12th  Assembly  District  for 
the  honor  and  opportunity  to  rep¬ 
resent  you  in  Sacramento.  Now 
that  the  election  is  over,  I  am  ea¬ 
ger  to  get  to  work  and  use  my  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  supervisor  and  cer¬ 
tified  public  accountant  to  pass 
legislation  and  provide  customer 
service  that  will  improve  our 
quality  of  life. 

On  Dec.  2,  I  was  joined  by 
500  members  of  our  community 
at  the  Dianne  Feinstein 
Elementary  School  for  an  infor¬ 
mal  celebration  and  swearing-in 
ceremony  performed  by  Judge 
Lillian  Sing. 

Majority  Whip  -  Two  days 
later  at  the  State  capitol  I  was  of¬ 
ficially  sworn  in  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  Assembly  immediately 
named  me  to  a  key  leadership 
position  -  majority  whip.  As 
whip,  I  will  work  to  ensure  the 
passage  of  legislation  important 
to  Californians.  In  addition  to 
serving  in  that  capacity,  I  will 
serve  on  a  number  of  key  com¬ 
mittees  which  are  expected  to  be 
announced  sometime  this  month. 

Pedestrian  and  Traffic 
Safety  -  On  my  first  day,  I  intro¬ 
duced  a  bill.  Assembly  Bill  23,  to 
require  Caltrans  to  install  count¬ 
down  signals  on  state  highways 
near  schools  and  senior  centers. 
In  our  community,  this  includes 
19th  Avenue.  El  Camino  Real, 
Van  Ness  Avenue  and  Sloat 
Boulevard. 

Last  year,  there  were  nearly 
700  pedestrian  injuries  and  14  fa¬ 
talities  in  the  City.  The  count¬ 
down  signal  is  a  basic  safety  de¬ 
vice  and  will  go  a  long  way  to 
ensure  that  seniors  and  children 
are  able  to  safely  cross  some  of 


our  state’s  busiest  streets. 

This  legislation  continues  my 
work  as  an  advocate  for  safe 
streets.  As  a  supervisor,  I  au¬ 
thored  legislation  mandating 
school  crossing  signs  and  cross¬ 
walks  and  spearheaded  the  “Slow 
down,  look  around”  campaign. 

In  addition,  I  authored 
Assembly  Bill  101,  to  make 
drivers  aware  of  roads  that  are 
regularly  closed  during  the  win¬ 
ter  months. 

The  Next  Two  Years  - 
Alleviating  district  problems, 
such  as  pedestrian  safety,  will  be 
a  top  priority  of  mine  over  the 


next  two  years.  In  addition.  I 
plan  to  make  public  education, 
access  to  affordable  health  care, 
affordable  housing  and  job  and 
business  creation  all  major  prior¬ 
ities. 

District  Ideas  -  Our  democ¬ 
racy  works  best  when  everyone 
participates  and  I  urge  all  of  you 
to  contact  my  office  with  your 
ideas  on  legislation  for  this  up¬ 
coming  year.  1  also  encourage 
you  to  keep  me  posted  on  future 
events  in  our  neighborhoods. 

I  look  forward  to  continue 
working  with  all  of  you  to  make 
our  community  a  better  place  to 
live  for  everyone. 

Contact  Information  - 
District  Office:  455  Golden 
Gate  Ave.,  Suite  14600 
Phone:  (415)  557-2312 
E-mail:  Assemblymember. 
Ma@assembly.ca.gov. 

Fiona  Ma  was  elected  Nov.  7 
to  represent  the  12th  Assembly 
District,  which  includes  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts. 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

•Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M-Th  until  16p.m. 
•Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St.@  22nd  Ave., Tel.  221-7801 


A  Bit  of  Peru  on  Clement  Street  at  19th  Ave. 


PeruYian  Cuisine 

“Come  for  the  ceviche  sampler  ...  Stay  for  the  warm 
Arroz  con  Leche  dessert.  You  will  rush  back.” 
1801  Clement  St.  at  latn  avcj 
Take  Out  A'lrailakle  —  422-0S02 

Dinner  5-10  p.m.  (closed  Monday  )  •  Brunch  weekends  1 1-3 
Free  parking  on  18th  Ave.,  between  Geary/Clement 


Open  Letter  to  Muni,  SF  County  Transportation  Authority 


There  are  a  number  of  alternatives  the  City  has  failed  to  adequately  consider  in  its  prelimi¬ 
nary  planning  for  a  proposed  Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  plan  —  several  of  whose  consid¬ 
erations  would  tear  up  Geary  Boulevard,  eliminating  traffic  lanes,  snarling  traffic  and  potential¬ 
ly  hurting  neighborhood  merchants,  the  lifeblood  of  the  community. 

Add  “Low-Cost”  Alternative  to  Environmental  Impact  Report 

The  SF  Transportation  Authority  should  add  an  alternative  to  its  EIR  for  the  BRT  system  that 
considers  a  low-cost  option  for  Muni  bus  service,  such  as  dedicated  bus-only  lanes  along 
Geary  Boulevard  for  sidewalk  passenger  pick  up  and  drop  off. 

The  lanes  could  be  reserved  for  buses  just  during  commute  hours:  7  a.m.  to  9  a.m.  east- 
bound  and  4  p.m.  to  7  p.m.  westbound.  This  option  wouid  minimize  the  impact  on  merchants. 

Consider  Other  Available  Options  to  Improve  Bus  Travel 

From  the  beginning,  the  Transportation  Authority  has  focused  on  extraordinary  measures  to 
improve  transit  times,  with  little  or  no  consideration  being  given  to  less  invasive  remedies  al¬ 
ready  available.  These  remedies  inciude  giving  buses  the  power  to  change  traffic  signals  and 
using  GPS  technoiogy  to  avoid  the  bunching  of  buses. 

Conduct  an  Economic  Impact  Study 

There  are  numerous  merchants  on  Geary  Bouievard  and  other  nearby  commercial  corridors 
who  remember  the  construction  of  BART  aiong  Market  Street  and  the  disruption  and  loss  of 
business  it  brought.  Muni’s  construction  of  the  Third  Street  light  rail  has  also  been  challenging 
for  local  merchants  and  residents. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  we  have  been  urging  the  City  to  include  a  study  of  the  economic 
impact  of  both  the  construction  and  the  implementation  of  the  system.  Merchants  fear  nega¬ 
tive  impacts  due  to  years  of  construction  or  a  change  in  shopping  patterns  along  our  success¬ 
ful  commercial  corridor. 

An  economic  impact  analysis  examining  these  issues  is  necessary  for  the  Transportation 
Authority  to  anticipate  the  impact  and  lessen  the  damage  caused  by  any  potential  project. 
Please  sign  below  and  mail  to:  G.G.B.M.A.,  P.O.  Box  210747,  S.F.,  CA  94121 

Address ^Francisco.  CA 


Signature 
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LPH 


SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERVICES 


3701  Sacntmcnlo  St.  (&  Spnicc  Si.) 
San  Francisco.  CA  04 1 1 K 
I'd.  (415)  221-9817 
Fax:  (415)221-9819 
Lmail:  Iphsbsfr/yalK’o.cotn 
Slore  1  lours: 

Mon  Fri  9  am  -  6  pm 
Sal  1 0  am  -  5  pm 


4338  California  Si.  (&  6*  Avcj 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 
Td;  (4)5)  221-9847 
FaxM4l5)  221-9849 
Hmall;  lphsbs2Cayahoo.com 

Store  Hours; 

Mon  FVi  1 0  am  -  5  pm 
Sal  1 0  am  -  3  pm 


NOW  WITH  2  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


SC-K 


L&l] 


SPKCJAMZF.n  SERMCES  FOR  H<JMF.-BASED  OR  SMAI.l  Bi:.SINE.SSES  AM)  INDIVIDl  ALS 


ASK  IIS  \B()l  T  ANA  OF  T!IE  FOLLOWING  SERVICES 


*  Privale  Mail  Boxes 

*  CPS-  FedKx.  DHF.  (ISPS 

*  Packaging  Serv  ice 

*  Black  &  White  Copies 

*  l>mail  Related  Services 

*  Notarv  Public 

*  Passport  Photos 


*  Mail  Forwarding 

*  Frcighl 

*  Shipping  Supplies 

*  Color  Copies 

*  File  Priming  Services 

*  Busines.s  Cards 

*  Fingerprinting 


*  Package  Receiving 

*  Stamps.  Metered  Mail 

*  Office  Supplies 

*  I.aminating/Binding 

*  Fax  Service 

*  Rubber  Stamps 

*  And  Much  More! 


>I*ECIAI^:  Kent  a  mailbox  and  gel  one  month  free  for  everx  3  months  renlec 
Cioocl  until  2/28/07  at  either  of  our  locatioii.s. 
iFor  first  time  cuslonicr.s  only.  Must  bring  in  or  niciition  this  ad  to  receive  the  special.) 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

•/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 
y  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
y  First  4  hours  FREE! 
y  TOEIC  preparation. 
y  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


-t- 

u  u.n- 


San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 
Fax:  750-9939 


Join  Us! 


We 

Serve! 


The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio 
Lions  Club  invite  you  to  join  us  for  lunch 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Lions  work  to  help  those  In  our  commu¬ 
nity  less  fortunate  than  ourselves  by  pro¬ 
viding  free  and  low-cost  eye  care  and 
more.  Lunch  is  at  the  Lincoln  Park 
Clubhouse,  our  “home”  at  34th  and 
Clement,  at  noon. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 

The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
orgar  ization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 


Real  Estate 


John  M.  Lee 

Real  estate  year  in  review 


The  real  estate  market  in  2(X)6 
finally  slowed  from  previous 
years,  resulting  in  lower  prices 
and  less  sales. 

The  median  and  average 
prices  for  homes  rose  the  first 
half  of  the  year  and  peaked  in  the 
third  quarter,  then  decreased  the 
rest  of  the  year  (The  Richmond 
home  sales  comparison  chart 
shows  the  final  results  as  com¬ 
pared  with  prior  years). 

The  data  was  gathered  from 
the  SF  Association  of  Realtors’ 
Multiple  Listing  Service  and 
consists  of  single-family  home 
sales  in  the  Richmond,  including 
the  Lake,  Presidio  Heights, 

Jordan  Park,  Laurel  Heights, 

Lone  Mountain  and  Sea  Cliff  ar¬ 
eas. 

In  2006,  there  were  1 87  sales 
versus  198  for  2005  and  231  for 
2004.  a  decrease  of  5.6  percent 
from  2005  and  a  huge  decrease 
of  19. 1  percent  from  2004.  The 
number  of  sales  decreased  sub¬ 
stantially  because  buyers  were 
concerned  about  future  apprecia¬ 
tion  rates  and  some  potential  sell¬ 
ers  were  not  selhng  because 
prices  have  dropped  slightly. 

Nevertheless,  if  a  property 


was  in  good  condition  and  priced 
right,  it  was  sold  within  a  matter 
of  days,  most  often  with  multiple 
offers  and  above  the  asking 
price.  Properties  with  defects, 
such  as  an  odd  floor  plan,  were 
either  withdrawn  or  sold  at  lower 
prices. 

The  amount  of  marketing  time 
to  sell  a  home  increased  to  38 
days  in  2006  versus  3 1  days  in 
2005,  and  30  days  in  2004,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  seven  days  or  22.6  per¬ 
cent  from  2005  and  increase  of 
eight  days  or  26.7  percent  from 
2004.  This  reflects  the  fact  that 
homes  were  selling  at  a  normal 
pace  with  some  marketing  time, 
instead  of  the  panic  buying  we 
saw  the  past  few  years. 

The  annual  median  price  com¬ 
parison  shows  a  9.5  percent  de¬ 
crease  over  last  year,  as  com¬ 
pared  to  a  27  percent  increase 
from  2004  to  2005.  The  average 
sales  price  dropped  5.7  percent 
during  the  year,  suggesting  that 
home  prices  declined  across  all 
segments  of  the  market  in  the 
Richmond. 

What  is  in  store  for  the  year 
2007?  I  think  it  will  be  more  of 
the  same  with  real  estate  selling 


at  a  normal  pace.  Prices  have 
dropped  somewhat  and  will 
probably  bottom  out  sometime 
during  the  year.  The  economy  is 
doing  pretty  well,  inflation  is  un¬ 
der  control,  and  rents  are  going 
up.  all  pointing  to  a  decent  real 
estate  market. 

On  the  federal  level,  the 
Federal  Reserve  Banks  have 
stopped  increasing  short-term  in¬ 
terest  rates,  and  might  decrease 
them  this  year.  The  feds  believe 
rate  hikes  have  served  their  pur¬ 
poses,  keeping  a  lid  on  inflation 
while  boosting  our  economy. 
They  were  attempting  to  engi¬ 
neer  a  soft  landing  in  real  estate 
and  believe  they  have  accom¬ 
plished  their  goal. 

Locally,  the  demand  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  Richmond 
District  will  continue  to  be  desir¬ 
able  and  strong,  as  supply  is  still 
ever  so  limited.  With  about  200 
homes  selling  in  the  Richmond 
annually,  demand  still  outnum¬ 
bers  supply.  Though  we  have  not 
seen  the  torrid  pace  of  the  last 
few  years,  our  real  estate  market 
is  still  active  and  will  be  fine. 

My  predictions  for  2007  are 
that  we  will  have  a  balanced  real 
estate  market,  where  the  negoti¬ 
ating  power  is  balanced  between 
buyers  and  sellers,  a  shortage  of 
good  inventory  will  exist,  and 
prices  will  level  off. 

John  M.  Lee  is  an  agent  a! 
Pacific  Union,  .specializing  in 
the  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
tricts.  If  you  have  any  (questions 
regarding  real  estate,  call  him  at 
(415)  447-6231. 


Richmond  Home  Sales  Comparison:  2004  -  2006 


2004 

2005 

2006 

No.  of 

Sales 

Median 

Price 

Avg  Days  on 
Price  Market 

No.  of  Median 

Sales  Price 

Avg  Days  on 
Price  Market 

No.  of  Median 

Sales  Price 

Avg  Days  on 
Price  Market 

1  St  Quarter 

32  $887,500 

1,172,575 

33 

40 

1,037,500 

1,326,069 

30 

34 

997.500 

1,357,971 

41 

2ncl  Quarter 

74 

946,500 

1,133,308 

24 

52 

1,261,500 

1,733,002 

38 

61 

1,081,000 

1,329,089 

32 

3rd  Quarter 

58 

950,000 

1,167,945 

30 

52 

1,225,000 

1,362,462 

26 

46 

1,095,000 

1,486,155 

38 

4th  Quarter 

67 

925,000 

1,147,001 

34 

54 

1,017,500 

1,365,935 

30 

46 

1,054,500 

1,317,108 

45 

Totals 

231  $935,000 

1,151,416 

30 

198 

1,187,250 

1,453,371 

31 

187 

1,075,000 

1,370,030 

38 

-6.5% 

+2.5% 

+13.3%  - 

25.2% 

-14.3%  +26.2% 

+  27% 

+3.3% 

-5.6%  -5.7% 

-9.5%  +22.6% 

Lion  dancers  perform  for  New  Year 


The  public  is  invited  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  Lunar  New  Year  by  en¬ 
joying  traditional  lion  dance  per¬ 
formances  that  will  be  held 
throughout  the  city. 

Those  in  the  west  side  include 
three  performances  in  the  Sunset 
District  on  Saturday,  Jan  20.  The 


first  will  be  held  at  10:30  a.m.  at 
the  West  Portal  Playground 
Clubhouse,  located  at  131  Lenox 
Way;  the  second  performance 
will  be  held  at  11:30  a.m.  at  the 
Ortega  Branch  Library,  located  at 
3223  Ortega  St.;  and  the  final 
performance  will  be  held  at 


12:30  p.m.  at  the  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  located  at  1200 
Taraval  St. 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  27,  there 
will  be  a  performance  at  the 
Anza  Branch  Library,  located  at 
550  37th  Ave.  at  4  p.m. 

All  performances  are  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

China:  A  view 
from  inside 

Public  Broadcasting  System 
writer/producer/director  Jonathan 
Lewis  has  created  a  film  that 
gives  viewers  an  insider’s  view 
of  China,  its  institutions,  and 
people  as  it  rapidly  becomes  a 
world  power. 

“China  from  the  Inside”  is  a 
four-hour  mini-series  that  will  air 
on  two  consecutive  Wednesdays, 
Jan.  10  and  Jan.  17,  at  9  p.m.  The 
program  explores  how  various 
individuals  within  a  land  of  1.3 
billion  people,  such  as  scholars, 
the  uneducated,  political  support¬ 
ers  and  detractors,  each  grapple 
with  the  challenges  at  this  critical 
point  in  their  country’s  history.  It 
highlights  the  events  that  occur  at 
temples.  Communist  Party  meet¬ 
ings,  village  elections  and  wom¬ 
en’s  labor  camps  to  give  viewers 
a  sense  of  the  intense  growing 
pains  the  country  is  currently  ex¬ 
periencing. 

More  information  about 
“China”  can  be  found  at  the  Web 
sites  www.pbskids.org  and 
www.kqed.org. 


THE  BARKING  LOT 


Year! 

Our  Specialty: 
Hand  Scissor 
Finish  Grooming 

A  Dog  Grooming  Salon 

Pet  Stylist  &  Proprietor  -  Joy  Bonehill 
15  Years  Experience 

3239  Balboa  St. 

(415)  831-BARK 

www.barkinglotsf.com 
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The  Richmond  ReView  •  13 


The 

RICHMOND  REUIEW 

Featuring: 

is 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the 

Richmond  Review  and 

ONLINE! 

Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 

with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

The  Richmond  Review  is  also  avaiiable  at: 

Anza  Branch  Library 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library 

Presidio  Branch  Library 

RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 

RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Feet’s) 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 

RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 
organizations 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

•  Advertising  information 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 

' 
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LIKE  A  GOOD  NETGTTROR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 
WT:  l.iVt  WHERE  YOU  L1\E. 


For  your  Aiuo.  Home,  life  and  llcallli  iiiMiraiiee  needs  one  of 
these  State  Fann  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 


CA  lie.  #0700879 
' ' 

STATI  rAIM 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


tNSUAANCf 

Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Calljohn  Lee  today  /  a  n  r  x  /i  a  ey 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)44  J-GZo  1 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  ivill  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 

As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

1  will  itsseinble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  yt)ur  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


|GMAC  Real  Estate! 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  Sun  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


Calendar  of  Events 


January 

2-7 

Art  Exhibition:  View  the  works 
featured  in  this  year’s  Bonnie 
Gallaty/Robbin  Watrous 
Memorial  Staff  Art  Show,  featur¬ 
ing  paintings,  photographs, 
sculptures,  drawings,  quilts, 
glass,  prints,  jewelry  and  wood¬ 
work,  Congregation  Emanu-El’s 
Chapel  Hallway  and  Main 
Sanctuary  Foyer,  2  Lake  St.,  on 
display  through  Sunday,  Feb.  1 1 , 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
751-2541,  ext.  115. 

Field  Trips:  The  SF  Botanical 
Carden  in  Colden  Cate  Park 
hosts  two-hour  field  trips  of  the 
garden’s  diverse  eco-climates, 
meet  at  gate  to  gardens  at  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 
Saturday,  Jan.  6,  from  10  a.m.  to 
noon,  and  Sunday,  Jan.  7,  from  8 
a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  about  Saturday’s 
event,  call  387-9160,  and  for 
Sunday’s  event,  call  566-3241. 

Live  Animal  Presentations: 
Learn  about  some  of  the  animals 
that  live  at  the  Randall  Museum, 
such  as  those  that  are  injured  and 
cannot  hunt  for  food  or  protect 
themselves  from  predators,  and 
others  bom  in  captivity  that  can¬ 
not  survive  in  the  wild,  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way, 
Saturdays,  Jan.  6,  13,  20,  and  27, 
11:15  a.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  554-9600. 

Birding  Walks:  The  public  is  in¬ 
vited  to  bring  their  binoculars  on 
a  guided  walk  to  spot  various 
bird  species,  such  as  humming¬ 
birds  and  hawks,  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Carden  at  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Colden  Cate  Park  at 
Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 
meet  15  minutes  before  the  tour 
at  the  bookstore  near  the  main 
gate,  Sunday,  Jan.  7,  8  a.m.  to  1 1 
a.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  661-1316. 

8-14 

Town  Hall  Meeting:  Mayor 
Cavin  Newsom  will  host  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Richmond  District  to 
get  feedback  from  the  public, 
Richmond  Recreation  Center, 

251  18th  Ave.,  Saturday,  Jan.  13, 
10  a.m.  For  more  information, 
call  (415)  554-6110. 

“Average  Landscapes:”  View 
Elliot  Anderson’s  works,  created 
by  layering  translucent  film  im¬ 
ages  of  both  amateur  photos  and 
19th-century  landscape  paintings 
into  composite  photographs, 

M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum,  50  Hagiwara  Tea 
Carden  Drive  in  Colden  Cate 
Park,  on  display  Saturday,  Jan. 

13,  through  Sunday,  May  20, 
museum  hours  are  Tuesdays 
through  Sundays,  9:30  a.m.  to 
5:15  p.m.,  adults  $10,  seniors  $7, 
youths  13-17  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  with  ID  $6,  and  children  1 2 
and  younger  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  863-3330. 

Pop-Up  Workshop:  Learn  the 
basic  techniques  of  making  pop- 
ups,  such  as  hearts,  crowns, 
birds,  umbrellas,  and  camping 
tents,  and  add  these  hidden  sur¬ 
prises  to  homemade  cards  and 
booklets,  Ortega  Branch  Library, 
3223  Ortega  St.,  Saturday,  Jan. 

13,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

Rose  Society  Meeting:  Speaker 
Jim  Armstrong  explains  and 
demonstrates  how  to  prune  roses 
for  the  new  year,  San  Francisco 
County  Fair  Building,  Colden 
Cate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and 


Lincoln  Way,  Sunday,  Jan.  14,  1 
p.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  647-4486. 

15-21 

“Elegant  Distortion.s”  Exhibit: 
The  exhibition  chronicles  the 
evolution  of  the  corset  from  re¬ 
strictive  underwear  to  fashion¬ 
able  outerwear  via  a  selection  of 
historical  corsets  from  the  muse¬ 
um’s  permanent  collection,  along 
with  print  selections  from  the 
Achenbach  Foundation  for 
Graphic  Arts,  M.H.  de  Young 
Memorial  Museum,  50  Hagiwara 
Tea  Garden  Drive  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  Tuesday,  Jan.  16 
through  Sunday,  June  17,  muse¬ 
um  hours  are  Tuesdays  through 
Sundays,  9:30  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m., 
adults  $10,  seniors  $7,  youths  13- 
17  and  college  students  with  ID 
$6,  and  children  12  and  younger 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
863-3330. 

Wine  Tasting:  The  Presidio  Cafe 
in  the  Presidio  hosts  wine  tast¬ 
ings  on  the  third  Wednesday  or 
every  month.  Clubhouse  at 
Presidio  Golf  Course,  Arguello 
Gate,  Wednesday,  Jan.  17  (Wine 
Tasting  101),  6  p.m.,  $25.  For 
more  information,  call  Colleen  at 
(415)  561-4661,  ext.  206. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes: 
Couples  can  learn  to  samba, 
rhumba,  cha  cha  cha,  tango, 
waltz,  foxtrot  and  more  at  the 
Forest  Hill  Christian  Church, 
Fellowship  Hall,  250  Laguna 
Honda  Blvd.,  Thursdays,  begin¬ 
ning  Jan.  18,  $66  per  couple  for 
six  lessons.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  661-2746. 

City  College  of  San  Francisco 
Art  Class:  The  course,  entitled 
“Art  102:  European  Art  at  the 
Legion  of  Honor.”  is  conducted 
by  Dr.  Maria  Cheremeteff,  who 
examines  the  museum’s  collec¬ 
tion  of  works  from  the 
Renaissance,  Baroque  and 
Rococo  periods,  California 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
Lincoln  Park  at  34th  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street,  first  class  starts 
Friday,  Jan.  19  and  ends  Friday, 
May  25,  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  750-3640. 

22-31 

Meeting  about  Homelessness: 
The  Richmond  Community 
Coalition  hosts  its  quarterly 
breakfast,  which  will  feature  a 
discussion  by  West  side 
Neighbors  to  End  Homelessness, 
St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 

4620  California  St.,  Tuesday, 

Jan.  23,  8:30  a.m.  to  10  a.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
Kitty  at  (415)  668-5955,  ext. 

375. 

Two-Day  Garden  Design 
Symposium:  Local,  regional, 
and  international  horticulturists, 
landscape  artists  and  garden  de¬ 
signers  come  together  to  share 
their  expertise  and  professional 
secrets  during  a  two-day  event  at 
the  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue 
at  Lincoln  Way,  day  one’s 
■‘Urban  Oasis:  Creating  Garden 
Sanctuaries  in  the  City”  will  be 
held  on  Friday,  Jan.  26,  8  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.,  $115;  and  day  two’s  “The 
Great  Garden  Debate  -  When 
Collector  Meets  Designer  Can 
They  Find  Common  Ground?,” 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Jan.  27, 
8. a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  $129.  For  more 
information  or  to  pre-register  (re¬ 
quired),  call  661-1316,  ext.  354. 


American  Modernism:  A  num¬ 
ber  of  notable  American  mod¬ 
ernist  drawings,  watercolors, 
photographs  and  prints  from 
1910  to  1950.  including  works 
from  artists  Arthur  Dove, 
Marsden  Hartley,  Georgia 
O’Keefe,  Paul  Strand  and  more, 
will  be  on  display  beginning 
Saturday,  Jan.  27  through 
Sunday,  May  20,  M.H.  de  Young 
Memorial  Museum.  50  Hagiwara 
Tea  Garden  Drive  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  hours  are  Tuesdays 
through  Sundays,  9:30  a.m.  to 
5:15  p.m.,  adults  $10,  seniors  $7, 
youths  13-17  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  with  ID  $6,  and  children  1 2 
and  younger  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  863-3330. 

Chinese  Papercutting 
Demonstration:  Yu  Mei  Hou 
discusses  the  designs,  patterns, 
and  aesthetics  of  Chinese  paper- 
cuts  and  also  demonstrates  pa- 
percuts  of  Chinese  zodiac  ani¬ 
mals,  Ortega  Branch  Library, 
3223  Ortega  St.,  Saturday,  Jan. 

27,  2  p.m.,  free.  This  session  will 
be  in  Mandarin,  with  an  English 
translator  available.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Elementary  School  Open 
House:  Parents  of  students  inter¬ 
esting  in  enrolling  in  the  fall  of 
2007  are  invited  to  an  open 
house,  St.  Gabriel  School,  2550 
41st  Ave.,  Tuesday,  Jan.  30, 
school  tours  at  8:30  a.m.,  9:30 
a.m.,  and  10:30  a.m.,  free  and  no 
reservations  required.  For  more 
information,  call  566-0314. 

Children’s  Walk  Leader 
Volunteers:  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Garden  Society  is 
looking  for  enthusiastic  volun¬ 
teers  who  love  working  with 
children  and  love  the  outdoors  to 
learn  some  basic  botany  and 
ecology  and  guide  children  on  a 
variety  of  themed  walks,  the  vol¬ 
unteer  training  will  be  held  at  SF 
Botanical  Garden  at  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park  at 
Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 
Tuesdays,  Feb.  6  through  Apr. 

24,  9  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  $75.  For 
more  information,  or  to  register 
(pre-registration  is  required),  call 
661-1316  ext.  312. 

Editor's  note:  All  calendar  sub¬ 
missions  are  due  by  the  24th  of 
the  month. 
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Editor: 

I  have  attended  the  BRT  (Bus 
Rapid  Transit)  workshops  as  well  as 
the  Muni  workshop  that  was  recently 
held.  I  live  in  the  Richmond  District 
and  have  a  business  located  on 
Geary  Boulevard  in  the  Richmond. 

Proponents  of  BRT  talk  about  a 
poll  that  says  65  percent  of  San 
Franciscan’s  favor  BRT.  This  is 
meaningless.  What  you  will  never 
see  is  a  poll  that  asks  residents  and 
merchants  in  the  Richmond  what 
kind  of  improvements  they  would 
like  to  see  to  Muni  or  plans  to  give 
the  public  more  choices,  other  than 
BRT  or  nothing. 

The  SF  Transportation  Authority 
has  added  two  additional  alternatives 
on  their  Web  site.  I  believe  one  of 
them,  the  basic  plus  option,  is  the 
best  of  the  five  options  they  have 
listed.  But,  the  Transportation 
Authority  prefers  the  most  expensive 
BRT  options,  ones  that  would  rip  the 
street  up  and  have  major  repercus¬ 
sions  for  merchants  and  residents. 

A  big  part  of  what  is  going  on  is 
that  $200  million  has  been  designat¬ 
ed  for  Geary  and  the  agency,  like  all 
government  agencies,  wants  to  spend 
as  much  pork  as  possible.  They  don’t 
care  whether  this  is  the  best  use  of 
taxpayer  money  or  not. 

If  they  spent  something  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $40  million,  they 
could  achieve  improvements  in  tran¬ 
sit  service  and  decreased  transit  time 
similar  to  what  they  are  projecting 
for  BRT.  There  are  plenty  of  deserv¬ 
ing  transit  projects  around  town  that 
the  remaining  money  could  be  spent 
on. 

Keith  Wilson 
Editor: 

Regarding  your  December  2006 
commentary,  “Creating  a  win-win 
transit  plan,”  I  was  happy  to  read 
that  you  appreciate  the  benefits  of 
Bus  Rapid  Transit.  Yet,  I  am  curious 
how  you  arrived  at  your  conclusion 
that  the  outside-lane  concept  is  best. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


First,  I  am  not  aware  that  you 
have  a  background  or  expertise  in 
transportation  or  urban  design;  if  you 
do,  you  should  include  it  in  your 
columns  and  attribute  your  com¬ 
ments  to  it.  In  any  case,  the  commu¬ 
nity  benefits  from  perspectives  such 
as  yours,  as  well  as  from  planners 
and  managers  and  those  who  know 
the  nuts  and  bolts  of  transit. 

Maybe  some  of  the  BRT  plans 
are  more  disruptive,  and  maybe  the 
outside-lane  plan  would  be  faster  to 
implement.  But  is  that  really  what’s 
best?  The  point  of  BRT  is  to  separate 
transit  vehicles  from  other  traffic.  If 
buses  have  to  contend  with  autos 
making  turns  (and  stopping  for 
pedestrians  before  they  go),  with  liv¬ 
ery  vehicles  and  double-parked  cars 
and  other  problems  in  their  path,  we 
will  be  back  where  we  started,  and 
that  isn’t  good  enough. 

Also,  you  may  be  aware  that  the 
so-called  diamond  lanes  in  place  in 
the  City  are  a  joke,  and  that  enforce¬ 
ment  of  double-parking  -  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  Muni’s  Nat  Ford  is  one  of 
the  big  problems  affecting  the  sys¬ 
tem  -  is  spotty.  The  Geary  corridor 
needs  to  be  better  served,  and  our 
district  deserves  it. 

Finally,  your  argument  that  local 
businesses  need  to  be  protected  from 
“transit  villages”  installed  by  plan¬ 
ners  is  a  red  herring.  Besides  the  fact 
that  better  transportation  alternatives 
will  encourage  trips  into  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  preservation  for  a  few  does 
not  justify  mediocrity  for  everyone, 
which  is  what  we  have  with  Muni  to¬ 
day. 

We  need  a  vision  for  the  district 
for  the  future.  Should  our  comer  of 
San  Francisco  see  a  greater  invest¬ 
ment  in  transit,  or  not?  Will  our  busi¬ 
nesses  be  able  to  rely  on  local  shop¬ 
pers,  or  will  they  require  visitors 
from  elsewhere?  These  are  critical 


questions  that  shape  the  transporta¬ 
tion  issue  for  both  merchants  and 
residents.  We  must  address  them 
and  explore  all  the  avenues,  so  to 
speak. 

Anthony  L.  Lazarus 
Editor: 

I  am  a  homeowner  and  resident 
of  the  Richmond  District.  I  am  writ¬ 
ing  to  express  my  concerns  about  the 
proposed  Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT). 

There  are  many  reasons  why  this 
plan,  which  will  dedicate  two  lanes 
of  traffic  to  buses  on  most  of  Geary 
Boulevard,  should  not  be  implement¬ 
ed.  The  proposed  plan  will  divert 
traffic  off  Geary  onto  quieter,  adjoin¬ 
ing  residential  streets;  traffic  on 
Geary,  the  major  east-west  thorough¬ 
fare  in  the  City,  will  be  slowed;  and, 
the  disruption  to  commerce  during 
constmction  and  the  loss  of  parking 
after  constmction  will  devastate  lo¬ 
cal  businesses.  All  this,  according  to 
the  MTA,  to  reduce  transit  time  from 
the  outer  Richmond  to  downtown  by 
only  four  or  five  minutes. 

In  addition,  and  perhaps  of  great¬ 
est  concern,  there  is  support  in  City 
Hall  to  encourage  increased  popula¬ 
tion  density  along  transit  lines.  It  is 


likely,  therefore,  that  the  creation  of 
a  rapid  transit  corridor  on  Geary  will 
open  the  floodgates  to  significantly 
increased  real  estate  development  in 
the  Richmond.  My  beautiful,  quiet 
neighborhood  will  be  changed  forev¬ 
er. 

Less  dismptive  and  less  expen¬ 
sive  improvements  are  available. 
These  include  timed  traffic  lights, 
dedicated  msh-hour-only  lanes,  more 
frequent  buses,  and  pre-paid  tickets. 
All  of  these  measures  can  signifi¬ 
cantly  improve  service  on  Geary 
without  threatening  the  homes  and 
businesses  in  the  area. 

Richmond  District  residents  and 
merchants  have  presented  their  con¬ 
cerns  about  a  Geary  BRT  to  the 
MTA  and  Muni  countless  times.  But 
they  have  yet  to  be  seriously  consid¬ 
ered.  I  am  dismayed  and  disappoint¬ 
ed  at  the  lack  of  regard  the  bureau¬ 
crats  and  politicians  in  City  Hall 
have  for  the  very  people  they  are 
paid  to  serve. 

The  Geary  Boulevard  BRT  has 
been  rooted  in  deception  since  it  was 
inserted  into  Prop.  K  several  elec¬ 
tions  ago.  As  is  so  often  the  case,  it 
again  appears  that  a  few  people  will 
benefit  from  this  plan,  while  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  those  it  is  intended  to  help 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


will  be  harmed. 

Jean  B  Barish 

Editor: 

Your  December  article  about 
Geary  BRT  begins  by  asking 
whether  BRT  is,  “just  a  code  name 
for  urban  renewal.”  I  wish  the  article 
had  explicitly  answered  that  question 
with  the  obvious,  “no.” 

The  investments  aren’t  designed 
to  prompt  new  development.  Rather, 
the  proposed  BRT  seeks  to  make  life 
easier  for  the  many  thousands  of  us 
who  use  Muni’s  38-bus  line.  The  ar¬ 
ticle  goes  on  to  quote  merchants  and 
residents,  but  doesn’t  quote  any  of 
the  50,000  riders  who  would  directly 
benefit  from  this  service.  Rest  as¬ 
sured,  we’re  out  here,  and  we’re  ex¬ 
cited  for  this  cost-effective  approach 
to  improving  transit  in  the 
Richmond. 

Jonathon  Kass 


Beauty 


“The  most 
beautiful 
cosmetic  you  can  ' 
wear  is  a  healthy  sl^: 
Jane  Iredale 


Shlomit  Skin  Care 
premier  retailer  of  Jane  Iredale 

SF  Beauty  Network 

S748  Geary  Blvd 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

(41S)387-1477 

www.ShlomitSkinCare.coiA- 

Free  shipping  on  orders  M 

over  $50!!! 


bring  this  ad 
and  save  1 5%  .  ^ 

exp.  1/31/07 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ASSISTANCE  NEEDED 

$12.50  Per  Hour  Paid  to  read  fic¬ 
tion  and  poetry  aloud  to  near-sight¬ 
ed  senior.  (415)  752-0971,  Julian  - 
Richmond  District. 

BOOKKEEPING 

Taxes,  Accounting,  Payroii: 

CTEC  certified,  bonded,  19  years 
experience.  Call  Sam  at  (415)  407- 
1816  or  e-mail 

sheila  @  comcast.net. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

Home  Internet  Business:  Make 
money  online  working  at  home. 
Register  now  and  I’ll  show  you 
how.  www.DoDoWah.com  or  (415) 
564-5581 . 

CONSTRUCTION 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 

Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

DOG  TRAINING 

SPCA  Certified  Trainer/Coun¬ 
selor:  APDT  Professional  member 
#5463.  Positive  training  for  obedi¬ 
ence  socialization,  behavior  prob¬ 
lems.  Evaluation/temperament 
testing  for  shyness,  fear  and  ag¬ 
gression.  Lessons  are  designed  to 
focus  on  your  needs,  and  the  spe¬ 
cific  issues  or  challenges  with  your 
dog.  Call  Joanie  Levin-Yarlick  at 
(415)  751-9941  or 

inlevi  @  k9chops.com. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 

-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  994-6892. 

FURNITURE  REFINISHING 
Furniture  Stripped  and 
Refinished.  Excellent  work,  quick¬ 
ly  done.  Includes  pick  up  and  re¬ 


turn.  15  years  experience.  Call  Jim 
at  621-4390. 

HANDYMAN 

Reliable  Handyman:  Pet  friendly; 
experienced:  picture  and  mirror 
hanging;  furniture  and  cabinet  as¬ 
sembly;  plumbing;  electrical; 
kitchen  and  bath.  Call  Jonny  at 
(650)  303-8171. 

HA  ULING/CLEANING 

Mike’s  Hauling  Service:  Free  es¬ 
timate,  no  job  too  small.  Clean  up 
with  competent  work;  basements, 
garages  and  yards.  Call  Mike  at 
(415)  731-2145  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 

basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demoli¬ 
tion  cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years 
hauling.  No  job  too  small.  The 
quality  remains  long  after  the  price 
has  been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415)  665- 
8655.  Bruno’s  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.com. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 

basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appli¬ 
ances  removal.  Carpet  removal 
service  (nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415)  225- 
4637  tor  more  information. 

HEALTH 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime 

HELP  WANTED 

Temp.  Office  Assistant  -  part- 
time  mornings,  Feb.  1  -  April  15. 
Errands,  need  car.  $22+/hr.  D.O.E. 
(415)  564-1799. 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Sunny,  Small,  Street-Level 
Space  on  Geary;  near  22nd  Ave., 
$350/month.  For  more  information 


on  this  rare  rental  opportunity,  call 
Vance  at  387-741 7. 

PERSONAL  DRIVER 

Appointments,  Meetings,  er¬ 
rands,  visits,  airport,  etc. 
Professional  gentleman.  Over  40 
years  skilled  driving  experience  in 
SF.  Trustworthy,  reliable,  always 
punctual.  Very  flexible  hours. 
Class  C  license-insured.  Very  rea¬ 
sonable  rates:  $1 8/hour  (1  hour 
min.)  Destinations  outside  of  SF 
add  38  cents/mile.  Please  call 
Dennis  at  (415)  424-6100. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Patient  Teacher  with  25+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and 
senior  discounts.  Weekday  ap¬ 
pointments  available  from  4  p.m. 
Saturday  lessons  by  appointment. 
$22  half  hour.  Call  Ms.  Kofnovec  at 
664-8176. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of 
submitting  or  receiving  offers,  ac¬ 
cepting  an  offer  or  closing  the 
transaction.  Call  (415)  753-8580 
and  leave  your  name  for  delivery. 

Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home:  See 

every  home  for  sale  in  the  City  on¬ 
line,  just  like  a  Realtor.  Complete 
MLS  listings  now  available  to  buy¬ 
ers  for  the  first  time.  Zephyr  MLS 
Direct.  Call  (415)  731-5000  for  de¬ 
tails. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  posture,  re¬ 
lieve  pain.  Philip  Brown,  Certified 
Rolfer,  5954  California  St.  (at  22nd 
Ave.)  Introductory  Session  $50. 
Call  (415)  750-1885  or  e-mail: 


Rolferphilip@aol.com. 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  Schooi  for  ex¬ 
ceptional  teens;  open  enrollment, 
class  size  6;  Richmond/Seacliff 
area;  traditional  academics,  test¬ 
ing,  speech,  P.E.,  art;  special  edu¬ 
cation  services  individualized; 
monthly  fees  $1,200  to  $2,000 
(scholarships  available);  CA  cre- 
dentialed  staff  -  team  together  25+ 
years.  Call  (415)  387-1070  and 
ask  for  Mrs.  Howard. 

SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Rental  Space  Available  for  yoga 
and  other  types  of  classes,  work¬ 
shops,  seminars,  etc.  Remodeled 
classrooms.  Clean  and  reasonable 
rates.  3595  Taraval  St.  at  46th 
Ave.  Call  (415)  664-7373  for  more 
information. 

TRAVELERS  WANTED 

When  a  Business  or  Pleasure 

travel  involves  a  hotel  stay;  Collect 
the  toiletries  each  day,  use  what 
you  need  and  bring  the  rest  to  do¬ 
nate  to  Working  Essentials.  The 
items  are  provided  to  job  coun¬ 
selors  at  18  agencies,  then  dis¬ 
tributed  to  individuals  who  are 
homeless  and  trying  to  obtain  and 
maintain  employment.  Drop  items 
at  the  Richmond  Police  Station, 
461  Sixth  Ave.;  for  other  locations 
visit  www.workingessentials.org  or 
call  (415)  565-0201 ,  ext.  27. 

VEHICLE  DONATIONS 

The  Crohn's  &  Colitis 
Foundation  is  seeking  vehicle  do¬ 
nations  to  support  its  assistance  to 
children  and  adults  suffering  from 
inflammatory  bowel  diseases.  Free 
pickup  and  towing  possible.  For 
more  information,  call  (650)  578- 
6590. 


VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer  Drivers  Needed:  The 

American  Cancer  Society  is  seek¬ 
ing  volunteer  drivers  to  take  pa¬ 
tients  to  and  from  their  cancer 
treatments.  Please  call  (800)  ACS- 
2345  for  more  information. 

Volunteers  Needed  for  Hospice 

-  Pathways,  a  local  non-profit,  is 
looking  for  caring  individuals  to  vis¬ 
it  patients  and  families  in  San 
Francisco.  Training  and  support 
provided!  Contact  Vivian  Wan  at 
(650)  808-4604. 

The  St.  Anthony  Foundation 

needs  volunteers  to  provide  for  the 
physical  and  emotional  needs  of 
homeless  people.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  assist  in  the  dining 
room  or  other  areas,  call  241- 
2600. 

The  Retired  &  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  is  looking  for  people  to 
become  ambassadors  and  warn 
seniors  about  various  investment 
frauds.  For  more  information,  call 
RSVP  at  (415)  731-3335. 

The  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum  is  looking  for  volunteers 
to  be  trained  to  assist  at  the  muse¬ 
um.  For  more  information,  call 
Marilyn  at  750-3633. 

School  Volunteers  Needed:  San 

Francisco  School  Volunteers  assist 
students  with  a  variety  of  tutoring 
needs.  Free  training  and  place¬ 
ment.  For  more  information,  call 
SFSV  at  (415)  749-3700  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.sfsv.org. 

The  Seven  Tepees  Youth 
Program  is  looking  for  mentors 
and  tutors.  For  more  information, 
call  Tyren  at  (415)  522-1550. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  ReView 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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FREE  FINANCIAL  PLANNING  WORKSHOP 

HELPING  YOU  PLAN  FOR  THE  SECURE, 
COMFORTABLE  RETI  REM  ENT  YO  U  DESERVE. 


The  lii&OME  FOR  Li^  NIadel™ 

Developmg  afl,investment  str^tfgywiJiMtie  objective  i 

of  provtdfRfan  inflation-adjust€3mcome  for  life 
vital  to  retiring  Baby  Boomers.  Join, us  for  ~  i  LLnfirT^^^  ^ 

workshop  looking  specifically  at  various  approaqjafte-^ 
to  this  mutii-faceted  retirement  challejige. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  20.  2007 

10:00  TO  11:30  A.M. 


San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union 
770  Golden  Gate  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Registration  IS  required. 
^•^5?  Please  call  415-359-2966 

/ ?0  R^S  E  RVE  YOU  R  SEAT  TO  DAY! 

«  For  general  credit  union  information, 
§  ::  pte«®e  call  415-775-5377.  option  4. 
Wtofkshopsare  for  educational  purposes. 
L;  or  services  will  be  offered. 


Securities  offered  through  Secuiities  America.  Inc.,  a  Registered  Bfoker/Dealer, 
Member  NASD/SIPC,  Bill  Mon  tanary  (CA  Insuiance  Lie  ^077.7514)  and  May  Toy 
fCA  Insurance  Lie  #0807617),  Repiesentafives,  Financial  Planning  and  Advisory 
Services  offered  through  Securities  America  Advisors,  Inc.,  an  SEC  Registered 
Investment  Advisor.  Bill  Montanary,  Investment  Advisor  Representative.  Not 
NCUA  Insured.  May  Lose  Value.  No  Credit  Union  Guarantee.  Secuniies  America. 
Inc.  and  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union  are  separate  companies.  You  may 
wish  to  consult  your  tax  professional  regarding  individual  circumstances. 
12-2006. 


Securities  America 

^  LOCATED  AT 

San  Francisco 

^  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 

Smart  banking.  Real  value.* 

07-7000  NPXX 


'San  Francisco  is  my  home/' 


Using  Zephyr's  cutting  edge  technology,  our  agents  can  work  from 
anywhere — including  any  of  our  six  offices  located  in  San  Francisco's 
hottest  neighborhoods.  As  the  largest  independent  brokerage  in  the  City 
with  nearly  $1.5  billion  in  annual  sales,  we're  on-call,  on-the-go,  looking 
for  the  best  ways  to  serve  our  clients'  needs  and  to  make  you  feel  at  home 
no  matter  where  you  are  in  the  City. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
PotreroHill  •  415.824.7200 
wwwjEephyrsf.com 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

*72“®  Per  Yeqr 

Pius  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


ceanview  P.en.tal 

$5495 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  Jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You  won’t  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

t  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

9  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


Invisalign 

‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

Witti  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  otter.  Expires  1/31/07 

— 

j"  "new  MTieNfsKciAL  ■ 

■  $100  OFF,.,.  procedure 

I  (fillings  and  crowns  only) 

I  Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  1/31/07 

b  ^  ■■  ^  ^  ^  iM  ^  HI  ^  ^  ■ 

I  FREE  Professional 

Take-home  Teeth 
Whitening 

~  with  poid-in^ull  by  your  insurance  for 
I  exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

I  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com- 
^blned.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  12/31/06^ 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details, 

SanFra“«o"c'X’94,2,  (415)221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


NEW!!!  -  Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Pleose  call  office  for  details. 


Q 

Q 
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Balboa  St. 


-ti. 
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5  Cabrillo  St. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Pork 


